23/ 02/ 2001
PM Umo to persevere with unity neeting

Dzul kar nai n Tai b

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the party wll
persevere to nake the Umo-Pas unity neeting a reality despite the |ast-
m nute cancel l ation of the proposed neeting on February 19 by Pas.

"W are saddened that the neeting could not take place as pl anned.

"Despite the two demands by Pas for the Federal CGovernnent to reinstate
the wang ehsan (to the Terengganu State Governnent) and all ow the
publication of Harakah (Pas' official nouthpiece) eight times a nonth, we
still want to neet and hol d di scussions with them

"We have said before and tine again that we are willing to nmeet them

"Even before we neet Pas, they have already set their demands. Wat is
i mportant is that we want to neet even though there is no topic," Dr
Mahat hir told reporters after chairing the party's Supreme Council neeting
yest er day.

Dr Mahathir said Umo does not reject Pas' proposal to base the talk on
national unity because Malay unity is also part of national unity.

"If there is no Malay unity, then there will be no national unity; and
we nmust stress that Malay unity is not achieved to go agai nst non- Mal ays.
"Even though we have unity, it does not nmean that we wll neglect and

abandon the unity that exists in BN (Barisan Nasional).

"W wil continue to cooperate with our Chinese and I ndian friends,

i ncluding other races in BN," said the party president, who is also the
Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahat hir added that the proposed Umo-Pas neeting is not about Unmo
merging with Pas because Pas as an opposition party fulfills the demands
of the country's denopcratic system

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
announced that the Youth and Wanita wings will hold their assenblies on
June 20. The party's general assenbly will be held fromJune 21 to 23.

He al so said Umo's disciplinary and managenent comittee has agreed to
the formula for the setting up of Puteri Umo's conmittee.

The conmittee will consist of 20 nmenmbers, of which seven will be
nonmi nated by the Supreme Council and the remaining will consist of
representatives fromeach state |iaison bodies.

He al so said the commttee agreed on the ethical guidelines to be used
for the upcom ng divisional and branch el ecti ons.

"It will be based on the approved existing guidelines with slight
changes with reference to the party's amended constitution,” he said.
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