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Puni shni ng i nnocent Af ghans not the answer

Yunus Rai ss

THE Anericans are patiently waiting for Osana bin Laden while the world is
burning. They hope, it would seem that he would fall into their |ap by
the help of God or firepower. Law and order are not in the equation.

The nore | reflect the less |I believe that one of the poorest nations on
earth had the capacity and capability to turn America into an inferno. The
Af ghans, nore specifically the group called Taliban or the followers of
Csama call ed the Al -Quaeda, are paying with their bl ood and possible
racial extinction for an atrocity the perpetrators of which have yet to be
i dentified.

No sane person can question the terror of Sept 11 that shook the worl d;
there is no doubt about the inmediate victins. The Anericans have the
right and the might to hunt down the dangerous | unatics who set the world
on fire. Hunt themdown relentlessly, | have said previously. Find then
Bring themto justice. Restore the world's confidence in | aw and order.

G ve peace, prosperity and hope back to the people.

The Anericans, and Tony Blair, seemto have nade a quantumleap to brand
the Afghans as the perpetrators. Al because Csanmm is reputedly in hiding
i n Af ghani stan. The Aneri cans have been | ooking for himsince 1998, with
no sightings, only second-hand runours that he is holed up in sonme unknown
lair in Afghanistan.

The World Trade Center was a synbol of international trade and nationals
of several nations died in the tragic attack. The two Boei ngs, with 157
and 45 passengers, that took off from Boston were piloted by the enenies
of manki nd; whet her the actual hijackers were Arabs or Afghans or |rani ans
or Col onbians or Irish, is immaterial. They were criminals of the highest
order. They nust be run down to earth and given their desserts.

Putting the blane on the Afghans is no better than the usual police
habit of rounding up the usual suspects. The real crimnals are probably
havi ng a good | augh at the inadequacy of a great nation stricken by a
monunent al tragedy. These mi screants nust not escape justice. Amrerica
seeks justice, so does the rest of the world, including the Afghans. Rule
of | aw punishes only the actual crimnals, not their relatives, friends or
conpatriots.

The Tali ban are a caliban creation of the CIl A who have used themto
their owm ends as it suited them

We know ar mageddon has engul fed Af ghani stan. The daily rain of fire over
the country is likely to make the i nnocent people feel confused,
bewi | dered and utterly devastated. They do not know why they are being

attacked. They are mainly illiterate people with no television or radio or
access to newspapers. They can only believe what they experience, which is
injustice and cruelty. W will |ose themand along with them many ot hers

both in the West and el sewhere. British MPs have started questioning the
wi sdom of bonbi ng Af ghani st an.

How much darmage has been inflicted on the Taliban is difficult to
assess. They mamy have enough strength left to continue their stronghold
for nonths and nonths, while the innocent suffer and die of firepower or
hunger .

The burgeoni ng armageddon is a wake-up call for nations which are likely
to get destabilised: Iran, Tajikistan, India, even China which has Ti betan
and over 60 million Chinese Mislinms as its nenesis.

Wil e Tony Blair and Bush are at pains to show the world that they are



not at war with Islamor the Mddle East, which has other religions as
wel |, the peopl e of Afghanistan can only regard their declarations as
del usi onary rhetoric.

The perpetrators of the tragedy of Sept 11 have yet to be identified and
arrested, but their so-called acconplices are neted out |ife-destroying
bonbar drent .

In labelling the Afghans as terrorists or acconplices of terrorists, the
Ameri cans have created a noral panic in the hope that the good citizens of
Anerica, Britain and other countries will fear the "terrorists” and | end
support to the neasures that are being taking agai nst them

The truth is this war of propaganda is beginning to take its toll both
on Britons and Anericans. Both econom es are badly affected, with the
certainty of a world-wi de recession in the offing. People are afraid to
spend and are scared to go out. MacDonal d's restaurants, especially those
in Edgware Road in London, are beginning to have a ghostly enptiness.

The anthrax scare is truly biological warfare unleashed, if it is a
pl anned act at all, by a nal evol ent power who can have little regard for
anybody in the world. It is going to be far nore difficult to track down
the perpetrators of this crinme against humanity than the nad bonbers.

It is ludicrous to say that Malaysia is a terrorist state exporting
anthrax to the States. Ml aysia has everything to | ose and nothing to gain
fromsuch a nad act. A paid Mal aysian or Ml aysi ans nmay be invol ved but
not at the behest of the Governnent.

There is nothing to stop an eneny of Ml aysia or of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to post a whiff of anthrax in an envel ope.

| hope Robert Zoelich, the US Trade representative, got a true picture
of Mal aysi an i nnocence during his neeting with Dr Mahat hir and Dat uk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar.

| cannot understand this N etzchean enthusiasmfor war. |, and | amsure
all other people, want to see the perpetrators of Sept 11 brought to
justice.

Puni shi ng t he Afghans on suspicion is as mad as nmad can be.

Politics, it is said, is the art of looking for trouble; in
international politics it is the art of creating trouble to fish in
troubl ed wat ers.

Thi nki ng of the unthinkable has I ed to doing the undoabl e, annihilating
the i nnocent, the poor Afghans.

Who is Gsama? Where is he? He seens to be in no hurry to surface, if he
does exist at all. Maybe he is dead. Maybe we are waiting for Beckett's
Godot .

( END)
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