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Pur sue knowl edge to progress, workers told

Chow Kum Hor

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today call ed on
wor kers to pursue know edge to hel p them beconme nore conpetitive and
producti ve.

In his Wrrkers' Day nessage rel eased here today, the Prime Mnister said
wor kers nust undergo retraining progranmes, and with their new expertise
and know edge, hopefully secure higher salaries.

"There is no guarantee that this will happen but what is certain is that
failure to master the necessary know edge will result in disaster,

i ncl udi ng unenpl oyrent . "

Dr Mahathir said the theme of this year's Wrkers' Day cel ebrations "K-
workers the Catal ysts for Country's Excell ence" was chosen because it was
i nperative for the country to have a know edgeabl e wor kf or ce.

In the Third Qutline Perspective Plan recently tabled in Parlianment, Dr
Mahat hir said the Governnent had given a lot of attention to the training
of workers so that they could contribute to grow h.

The Governnent, he added, would al so continue to | ook after the welfare
of workers but cautioned themto be careful with their action which could
af fect Malaysia's attractiveness to i nvestors.

Dr Mahat hir added that one of the reasons the Governnment was wary of
gl obal i sati on was because workers could suffer fromthe negative effects
of a borderl ess worl d.

"W have seen how the freedomin currency transactions caused mllions
of workers to lose their jobs and become poor again. Sale and purchase of
currencies i s one aspect of globalisation.

"WII not globalisation, Iike the way things are now, cause simlar or
worse effects on countries and their workers?" Dr Mahathir asked.

Workers nust rem nd thensel ves of the dangers of globalisation and work
together with the Government to mitigate the negative effects.

Wil e the Governnent appreciates the workforce's contributions to the
country, Dr Mahathir said enployers and capitalists were the ones
provi di ng the jobs.

"The capitalists used to oppress the workers and to seek justice, the
wor kers set up unions and | abour parties. Through industrial action and
support of these parties, harassment of workers was reduced.

"Unfortunately, the unions and parties nade unreasonabl e demands. The
governnents formed by the | abour parties and the socialists nationalised
many enterprises.

"However, this caused productivity to cone down and cost of production
to rise, paving the way for the dem se of socialismand communism" he
added.

The Prime Mnister said although capitalismhad triunphed during the
Col d War, the Governnent nust be careful as the capitalists could take
advant age of gl obalisation
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