08/ 09/ 2001
Push for w der use of MSC

Nel son Fernandez; Chow Kum Hor

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Malaysia's push for a nore conprehensi ve usage of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor noved ahead with Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
meeti ng nmenbers and representatives of the MSC I nternational Advisory
Panel today.

The one-on-one neetings, which began at 3pm were held at the Prine
Mnister's office and invol ved two nenbers and three representatives of
t he panel

The panel nenbers were NEC Corporation chairman eneritus Datuk Tadahiro
Seki not o and | nfosys Technol ogi es Limted chai rman and chi ef executive
of fi cer Narayana N. R Murthy.

The three representatives that met Dr Mahathir were Oracl e Corporation
(Asia Pacific) executive vice-president Prof Derek WIlians, SAP Asia
Paci fic president and chief executive officer Les Hayman and Prof Dr
Ri chard Nicol, head of research of British Tel econmmuni cati ons.

Each net Dr Mahathir for about 30 m nutes. Multinedi a Devel oprment
Cor poration (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri O hman Yeop Abdul | ah was al so
present at all mneetings.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports that Hayman, after his neeting, said the
di scussion with Dr Mahathir was based on the devel opnent of the MSC and
the future focus of the project.

"W particularly spoke about e-learning and howit can be applied in the
| ocal education system.. we al so spoke about the need for skilled
workforce and | don't think this will be a problem here because Ml aysi a
i s produci ng workers needed for the MSC through its universities," he
sai d.

Ni col said he explained the set-up at BT Asean, an MSC status conpany in
t he Super Corridor

"I explained to himour operations here and how we hope to work cl osely
with local universities as well as with conpani es,” he added.

Ni col said he also told Dr Mahathir about the BT Asean intention to set
up a few conpanies in the MSC with assistance fromlocal venture
capitalists.

Tadahiro said the talks with the Prime Mnister covered a wi de range of
topics with enphasis on the econom c health of Ml aysia and Japan.

"W tal ked of the inpact of the US econom c slowdown in the region and
al though there is sone effect... as far as Malaysia is concerned the
damage is mnimal and we are positive that the MSC will not suffer due to
t he downturn."

He said the NEC was confident that the MSC woul d be a success story and
he congratul ated Dr Mahathir for his vision in creating the corridor.

Nar ayana sai d he thanked Dr Mahathir for inviting his participation in
the MSC effort and suggested ways of inmproving it.

"Wth 546 conpanies including 46 multinationals in the MSC... we knhow it
will be a success," he said.

He said Ml aysi a should not view the US econonmi ¢ sl owdown as an obstacl e
to achi eving success, but use it as an opportunity to become stronger.

In rounding up the neeting, O hman said the views of the panel nmenbers
were very inspiring as all of themhad sincerely noted that the MSC was
moving in the right direction at a very high speed.

"They al so appreci ated the Governnent's efforts to create awareness
anong the peopl e about the MSC as skilled workforce is needed to make it a



success. "

"There were al so sone ideas thrown in like the setting up of a
| eadership institute to train young Mal aysi ans on negotiating skills and
on good busi ness practices."

The one-on-one nmeetings will continue at the same venue tonorrow at 9am
wi th several nore nenbers and representatives schedul ed to neet Dr
Mahat hi r.
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