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MALAYSI A' S | eading role in bringing about an agreement between the

Phi | i ppi ne Governnent and the Moro Islamc Liberation Front recently was a
maj or milestone in the nation's continuing efforts to contribute to a nore
peaceful and stabl e Sout heast Asia.

Phi | i ppi ne President G oria Macapagal - Arroyo, who visited Malaysia this
nmont h, was thankful to Malaysia and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in bringing about a settlenment which would foster hope and
stability to M ndanao, especially for the five mllion mnority Mislins
t here.

The | arge Press del egation, including several editors, who arrived with
Arroyo gave an insight to the New Straits Tinmes on the events that led to
the signing of the agreenent.

Arroyo, as early as Novenber |ast year when she was still Vice-
President, had sent an enmissary to neet Dr Mahathir urging himto play a
role in settling the uneasy peace in M ndanao.

Towards the end of the year, she sent three letters to the Prime Mn
i ster where she admtted that econom c devel opnent was the key to |ift
Musl i m M ndanao out of war.

At the tine, on the orders of President Joseph Estrada, the mlitary had
al ready taken over the najor canps of the MLF in his policy to crush the
rebellion with mlitary mght.

When Estrada was ousted from power in January this year follow ng
reports of corruption and econom ¢ plunder, Arroyo who assuned the
presidency, initiated exchange of visits between Ml aysi an and Phili ppi ne
representatives to discuss and find a solution to the M ndanao probl em
and al so ordered cessation of hostilities against the MLF and the lifting
of arrest orders against their |eaders.

The detailed groundwork for the historic neeting between M LF | eaders
and Philippine officials in Kuala Lunmpur in March was establi shed,
shielded fromthe nedia' s gl are.

At the Cyberview Lodge in Cyberjaya, the opposing sides cane face-to-
face and after a few hours of meetings spread over two days (March 23 and
24), they agreed to resune tal ks and to draw up conmon princi pl es that
woul d gui de the stall ed peace negoti ati ons.

After an agreenent was signed in |ate March, Dr Mahat hir spoke with the
M LF panel for 40 m nutes and his nmessage to the | eaders was stunningly
clear - final peace can only be achieved through a political settlenent
and assured them of Ml aysia's assistance to needy Muslins and of
i nvest nent pl edges to M ndanao.

On Aug 7, the day of Arroyo's arrival in Kuala Lunmpur, both sides signed
a set of guidelines for the Cessation of Hostilities in the region. The
Mal aysi a- Li bya brokered agreenment, on inplenmenting guidelines on the
security aspect between the Philippines and the MLF, was signed before
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar.

At the end of the visit, Arroyo said she adnmired Dr Mahathir for his
"plain tal king and cormbn sense" and added: "He has been a brother to us,
a brother to me, in helping out to bring the peace process as far as it
has gone in this particular visit".

During the year, many foreign | eaders visited Ml aysia and anong t he
prom nent ones were Cuban president Fidel Castro, Col onbi an president
Andres Pastrana and Indian Prime Mnister Atal Behari Vaj payee.



Dr Mahathir and Castro share a common distaste of attenpts by the West
to inpose itself on devel opi ng countries through neans such as
gl obal i sation and Castro, during his speech, said the proposed free trade
area of the Anericas, if materialised, was tantanount to the annexation of
poor Latin American countries to the powerful United States.

H s defiance towards the US was clearly visible when he chal |l enged a
smal |l group of journalists who anbushed himafter the | ecture to nane any
ot her country that was not dependent on the US for survival.

He al so expressed admiration of Dr Mahathir's courage to "rebel" agai nst
an unjust international systemas he endeavoured to bring Ml aysi a
forward.

Pastrana said he was determined to turn his nation - known to nost for
its illicit cocaine production and insurgencies - into a force to be
reckoned with in the new m |l enni um

"Mal aysia for us is a country fromwhich we can learn a lot. You have a
history simlar tous ... a history of violence in your country, and now
you are one of the economic tigers ... one of the nost powerful econoni es.

"I think we have many things to learn fromyou, especially in
agriculture. W& have land simlar to yours and there is a big possibility
of strengthening relations through the oil palmindustry."”

Vaj payee said his visit to Mal aysia woul d hel p rejuvenate rel ations
between the two countries which had becone "rather static" in recent years
and added that his tour of Malaysia was also a reaffirmation of India's
Look East policy, with a special focus on countries in the Asean region

The Tines of India, the country's |argest-selling newspaper, quoted
Vaj payee as saying the visit had given new inpetus to bilateral ties,
whi ch had | acked nonentumin the |last few years

United Nations special envoy Tan Sri Razali |smail has been busy
visiting Yangon in his efforts to get the nilitary junta to engage in
tal ks with Nobel |aureate Aung San Suu Kyi .

UN seretary-general Kofi Annan had announced that there has been
breakt hrough in talks with the ruling Myanmar Governnent and substantive
di scussions may begin as early as this year.

Razali's visits has also helped in the rel ease of several politica
prisoners from Yangon jails which have been hail ed by many internationa
organi sations as a step in the right direction to bring about denocratic
changes wit hin Myannar.

Mal aysia is the sixth |argest investor in Myanmar with nore than RWV2. 26
billion committed to 26 projects over the |ast decade and it has
consi der abl e econom c potential as well as being endowed with natural
resour ces.

Dr Mahathir's jet-setting ways to strengthen bilateral relations and
enhance trade have brought himto many countries around the world.

H's policy of "enriching thy neighbour" has al ready been adopted by many
nations while his strong views on gl obalisation and the direction of the
Worl d Trade Organi sation has set the pace for other countries to follow

In Japan, Dr Mahathir is revered as an outspoken Prinme M nister, and
during his visit this year to Gsaka, he found hinself being hailed as a
cel ebrat ed aut hor.

Barely two years after his book "A New Deal for Asia" was translated and
publ i shed i n Japanese, "A Message to Japan" hit the stands. It contains
articles witten when Asia was on the road to recovery fromthe currency
crisis that hit nost of the economes in the region in 1997.

This nmonth, he visited Yenmen and Uganda in a bid to open up nore avenues
for future co-operation and enhanci ng economni ¢ |inkages.

As Mal aysi a celebrates its 44th anniversary of independence, it can be
proud if its past achievenments in the international arena and will



continue to play arole in helping to highlight the need to bring about a
just and equitable world order that would benefit a wi der spectrum of
nations around t he worl d.
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