10 FEB 2001
Mahat hir - Put eri
PUTERI UMNO SET UP TODAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bername) -- The Umo supreme council agreed to
set up Puteri Umo, a new wanita wi ng conprising younger wonen, effective
today, party president and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
sai d tonight.

He said the council, the party's hi ghest decision-maki ng body, also
fixed the nenbership age for the wing to be 35 and bel ow.

"I agree to the formation of Puteri Umo fromtoday. The age limt is
35 and below," he told reporters after chairing the neeting at party
headquarters at the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC) here.

Dr Mahathir said a pro-temcommittee had been set up at federal |eve
to set up Puteri Umo at national and state |evels.

Wani ta Ummo chi ef Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz was reported to have said on
Dec 15 that the novenent had agreed to fix Puteri Umo's nenbership age
limt at 30 and bel ow.

She had said the age |imt was decided after taking into account the
views of Wanita Umo | eaders fromthe states and divisions.

Rafi dah, who is also International Trade and Industry M nister, was
al so reported to have said that Puteri Umo woul d have its own uniform and
an anthemto portray its distinct inmage.

Dr Mahathir said on Jan 12 that the suprenme council had tenporarily
deferred its decision on the inception of Puteri Umo as di scussions at the
meeting centred nmainly on Malay unity.
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