30/ 06/ 2001

Puteri Umo calls for VC s i medi ate resignation

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Puteri Umo has called for the i medi ate resignation
of Universiti Ml aya vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain for
recent incidents that had taken place in the university canpus.

Its pro-temchief Azalina O hman Said subnmitted a menorandumon this
today to Anuar at Bilik Bakat of Universiti Ml aya's Chancell or Buil ding
after a Press conference by Anuar on the predawn fire which razed the UM s
Dewan Tunku Cansel or.

She said the nmenorandum was submitted because Puteri Umo was not
satisfied with the explanati on Anuar had given to the Press and felt that
t he novenent had to nmake a stand on the natter.

"He shoul d take full responsibility for the incidents," she said.

Anuar had briefed the Press on the fire and on the change of venue for
tomorrow s Si nposi um Penegasan Arah Tuju | dealisna Mahasiswa Di Al af Baru

Azalina said Puteri Umo felt that the vice-chancellor shoul d have been
inthe position to nonitor the situation and to prevent the incident.

"W are wondering why he was not aware of the devel opnents that had
taken place prior to the fire," she said.

Azalina said two incidents prior to the pre-dawn fire shoul d have
alerted the university authorities of the seriousness of the students'
anti-governnment actions - the publication of the Varsiti 2001 nmagazi ne and
the distribution of panphlets insulting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad by cal I i ng hi m pengkhi anat Mal aysia (traitor of
Mal aysi a) .

The nmenorandumsaid the fire, the publication of the nmagazi ne and the
distribution of the panphlets had tarnished the university's reputation.

It al so asked that an admni ssion be made of the weaknesses in the
university's | eadershi p and nanagenent that should not exist and are
unaccept abl e by the Malay comunity.

The nmenorandum sai d t hese weaknesses had led to the publication of the
magazi ne and the distribution of the panphlets.

It said these incidents had al so tarni shed the good name and i nage of
Uni versiti Malaya and that of the government.

Al'l these had caused the vice-chancellor's credibility to be questioned.

The nmenorandum said the fire should not have occurred if university
security personnel had carried out their duties and seened as though it
was |inked to Dr Mahathir's schedul ed presence to give a speech at the
Dewan Tunku Chancellor on July 1
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