11 SEP 2001
Russi a- Mal aysi a
PUTI N- MAHATHI R MEETI NG TO ENHANCE BI LATERAL TI ES, SAYS RUSSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernamm) -- This week's neeting between Russi an
President Vladimr Putin and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
in Moscowis set to be a great event in Ml aysia-Russia bilateral ties, the
Russi an Foreign M nistry said.

The Putin-Mihathir neeting will "render new qualities to these
relations in many spheres,” the mnistry said in a statement distributed by
t he Russi an enbassy here today, ahead of Dr Mahathir's four-day visit to
Russi a begi nni ng Wednesday at the invitation of Putin.

Putin and Dr Mahathir last nmet at the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation
(Apec) Forumin Brunei |ast year.

The statenent said besides giving priority to political interaction,
tal ks between the two | eaders will highlight diversification of trade and
econom ¢ bonds.

"There are big reserves for nutually beneficial partnership in science,
hi gh technol ogi es, industrial cooperation, in particular in the aviation
and space, biotechnol ogy, nenbrane technol ogy.

"Let's not forget the ICT sphere i.e. in the framework of the Russia's
linking up to the inplenmentation of the fanpbus Ml aysi an Miul ti medi a Super
Corridor project," the statement said.

Wth both sides having inpressive prospects in the exploration and
exploitation of mineral resources and in transportation field, the
possibilities of further Ml aysian investnents into the Russi an econony
woul d be worth | ooking forward to, the statenment said.

It said vast prospects characterised the cooperation between Russia's
regions and the states of Ml aysia, especially in realising economc
devel opnent programres of Siberia and the Russian Far East.

"One cannot ignore favourable opportunities for w dening cooperation in
mlitary techni ques and technol ogies and stirring up inter-nilitary
contacts," the statenent said.

It said Russia and Mal aysia pay serious attention to systematic
anel i orati on and noderni zati on of the | egal base for bilateral
rel ati onshi p.

"They are finalising preparatory work to sign a nunber of
i ntergovernnental and interdepartnental agreenments and MoUs, incl uding
those on pronotion and nutual protections of investnments, on science and
technol ogy cooperation, etc,” it said.

Di versified cooperation with Mal aysia was an inportant integral part of
Russia's policy in Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region in general,

t he statenent said.

"Mbscow val ues the present high level of political contacts between our
countries because these contacts contribute a lot to the continuous pace of
the all-round devel opnent of the Ml aysi an-Russian rel ationship,” it said.

Mal aysi an and Russi an cl ose or concurrent views on gl obal and regi ona
i ssues laid the ground for further tight interaction between the two
countries on the international fora, it said.

The two nations are enphasi zing the need for preserving and increasing
the central role of the United Nations in international affairs and both
support the creation of a rmultipolar world order that will exclude any
unil ateral dictate and secure equal and nmutually profitable character of
inter-state relationship, the statenent said

Moscow and Kual a Lunpur attached special nmeani ng to strengthening



stability on global and regional |evels, preserving the existing system of
i nternational disarmanent and arns control treaties and securing the
process of non-proliferation of nuclear and other nass destructi on weapons,
it said.

"There is an understanding that international terrorism separatismand
confessional extrem smpose a serious threat to security,” it said.

Moscow said it was also willing to strengthen its interaction with
Mal aysia in the Asean Post Mnisterial Meetings and Asean Regi onal Forum
(ARF) format.

"As an ARF nenber, Russia is going to facilitate further increase of
the role of this forum because Moscow considers it to be a key mechani sm
for multilateral dial ogue on security and stability in the Asia-Pacific.

"The further consolidation of stability in the regi on where conflict
potentials still exist will be for sure an inmportant direction of the
Mal aysi an- Russi an political cooperation,”" it said.

Russia said it will also strengthen its cooperation with Ml aysia
within APEC as both sides believed that APEC activities should be based on
taking into account interests and possibilities of all its nenbers.

The two countries agreed that gl obalisation should not serve only in
the interests of a small group of nations.

"The task is to facilitate sustai nabl e devel opnent of all the
countries," the statenent added.
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