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Puteri Ummo menbers ready to enter the big-time politics

Saj ahan Waheed
PUTERI Ummo has progressed nuch since its formation and is set to nmake
great strides in Ml aysian politics.

According to the novenent's chief, Azalina Ohman Said, the nenbers are
now nore exposed to the real world of politics and prepared for the
chal | enges ahead.

Certainly, the novenent's preferred colour of pink is deceptive. It may
be fem ni ne but nake no m stake, Puteri Umo menbers going gusto to help
the Barisan Nasional in the Likas State by-election in Sabah showed that
they are no delicate young things.

Starting with a focus on non-political and service-oriented activities
such as bl ood donati on canpai gns, sports activities and visits and
assi stance to the underprivileged, this novenent is nowinto big-tine
politics since its nmenbers' involvenent in the Likas by-election.

Critics will have to agree that Puteri Umo's participation in the BN
canmpai gn in Li kas was not as a nere spectator.

Many witnessed their seriousness, zeal and enthusiasm

Azal ina said Puteri nenbers have gai ned val uabl e political experience.

"Previously, they only listened to what top | eaders had to say without
having to turun padang which is a different experience altogether. |nmagine
having to go up agai nst seasoned canpai gners. "

Azalina, the ebullient | eader of the novenent, said that Puteri nenbers
have, over the nonths, learnt the ropes, slowy but surely.

"They now have a better picture of what they ought to do and the
responsibility which comes along with their position,"” she said in an
interviewwi th the New Straits Times.

The idea to establish Puteri Umo was announced by Umo president Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on July 10 | ast year to attract young
prof essi onal s who want to join Umo but are not interested in being a part
of Wanita Umo which they perceive as being "too ol d".

The formation of Puteri Umo was anpbng the resol utions passed at Umo's
one-day speci al assenbly | ast Novenber to anmend the party constitution.

The suprene council had on March 31 this year announced Azalina's
appoi ntmrent as Puteri Umo pro-tem head.

Azalina said Puteri Umo has progressed after starting off on a rather
"rough path". Menbers are noving fast with a great political sense and
awar eness on their roles and responsibilities.

"But of course Puteri Ummo | eaders have to constantly renind the nenbers
of their ultimate aimto develop a strong relationship with society.

"Qur nenbers vary fromthose who are really serious about politics to
those who just want to contribute to the community. W have to train them
and make themrealise that they have an inportant role to play in
society."

Azalina, who is also an appoi nted suprene council nenber, said Puteri
Umo provides a forumfor young wormen to voice out their opinions and a
channel for themto be heard by the public.

"Through Puteri, the perception is changing. Young wonmen now realise
that they have an inportant role to play. They are now nore aware of their
rights."

Azal i na said the novenent was in the process of preparing itself to face
the various challenges, after its rules and regul ati ons have been
di scussed and approved by the suprenme council at its next neeting.



Puteri Ummo now has 165 divisions and will be forning the branches.

After chairing her first Puteri Umo central conmittee nmeeting in April,
Azal ina had said that the novenent would | aunch a nationw de drive
targeting some 1.5 mllion Malay wonen.

She said as Puteri Umo's pro-tem head she was a "nmere custodi an" and
was ready to | eave at anytine.

"I amnot alone now as | have a | ot of young Mal ay wonen and sone of
them are nuch better than me in the way they work and t hink.

"I just want to create nore young wonen | eaders so that | can pass it
all tothemto carry on to the next generation. That has al ways been ny
dream "
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