01 FEB 2001
Put r aj aya- Decl arati on
PUTRAJAYA DECLARED FT | N BRI EF BUT MEANI NGFUL CEREMONY

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad decl ared Putrajaya, fornerly a part of Sel angor, a Federal
Territory in a brief but historic and meani ngful cerenony at the Dataran
Per dana here.

The cerenpny began with a rendition of the National Anthem Negara-Kku,
followed by the raising of the Jalur Gem | ang and the Putrajaya fl ag.

The Prime M nister acconpani ed by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmed Badawi , Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo and
ot her dignitaries, signed the "plaque" conmmenorating the decl arati on.

Dr Mahat hir then handed over the Putrajaya flag to the President of the
Putraj aya Corporation Tan Sri Azizan Zai nul Abidin. The corporation is
entrusted with the responsibility of devel opi ng, managi ng and admi ni stering
Putraj aya on behal f of the Federal Governnent.

Anong the dignitaries present were Amrbassadors and H gh Conmi ssioners
of several countries and Menbers of the Sel angor State Legislative
Assenbl y.

The dignitaries then acconpanied Dr Mahathir to witness severa
eye-cat ching events near the Putrajaya Mosque, held in conjunction with the
decl arati on.

Among the events was a fly past by the air force and the Fire and
Rescue Service Departnment helicopters.

O her events included a perfornance by Kelantan kite flying experts and
traditional and dragon boat rowi ng conpetition and canoing in the Putrajaya
Lake.

Putraj aya covers 4,581 hectares of the fornmer Prang Besar Rubber and
Ol PalmEstate. It is 25kmsouth of Kuala Lunpur and 20km north of the KL
International Airport in Sepang.
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