04/ 02/ 2001
Putraj aya's many spl endours

Chow Kum Hor

PUTRAJAYA, the country's new Federal adm nistrative centre |ocated within
the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, has transforned itself froman oil palm

pl antation into a | eading architectural centrepiece in the region.

Spraw ed over 4,581 hectares, the city has been planned and devel oped as
a "Garden City, Intelligent Cty", with 40 per cent of the area to be
covered with lush green gardens, parks, |akes and wetl ands.

Al'though it will be equipped with state-of-the-art facilities to live up
toits nane as an intelligent city, intrinsic value is not sacrificed in
devel opi ng the area

One of the nmore prominent |andmarks in Putrajaya is the stone-clad
Perdana Putra buil ding, which overl ooks the Putrajaya Lake.

Consi dered as the nucl eus of the country's new adm nistrative centre,
the structure houses the Prime Mnister's and his deputy's offices.

Al so based at the building are the Chief Secretary to the Government,
Sci ence Adviser to the Prime Mnister, Inplenentation and Co-ordi nation
Unit and the Special Technol ogy Unit.

Currently, only the Prine Mnister's Departnment is operating from
Putrajaya, but other Mnistries are expected to shift into the intelligent
city when other governnent conpl exes are ready by the end of the year.

The pi nk-donmed Putra Mosque extends out to the western shore of the
Putra Lake, giving it a floating anbi ence.

Constructed mainly fromgranite, the nosque consists of three nmain areas
- the prayer hall, courtyard and function roons.

The interior of the holy place is enbellished with carvings on cenga
wood.

A 116-mtall minaret beside the nosque - the tallest in the region -
serves as a reminder to the country's policy-nmakers to abide by their
religious obligations.

The mnaret is broken into five sections, representing the five pillars
of Islam the country's official religion.

The nbsque can acconmpdat e 15, 000 wor shi ppers at any one tine and al so
houses a VIP room Ilibrary, Al -Quran Manuscript Miseum auditorium
exhi bition foyer and sem nar room

There are three main bridges in Putrajaya, with the 435-m tw n-deck
Putra Bridge designed to also act as a tourist attraction.

Li nki ng the governnent precinct to the m xed devel opnent precinct, the
design of the structure mrrors the famous Khaju Bridge in |Isfahan, Iran

Besi des bei ng accessi ble to vehicles and pedestrians, the nonorail wll
al so be able to cross the bridge. The Seri Perdana Bridge, built across
the Putrajaya Lake, is designed based on Islamc architecture.

Spanni ng 370m there are eight rest areas for visitors to enjoy the
sights surrounding the | ake, including the Prime Mnister's Departnent and
t he Putra Mosque.

The shortest of the three bridges is the Seri Bakti Bridge. At 270m it
connects the governnent conplex precinct with that of the residential area
in Precinct 16.

One of the nore popular buildings in the administrative centre is the
Seri Perdana Conpl ex, the local version of the Wiite House in the United
St at es.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the first Prine Mnister to reside in
the building, described it as "a people's palace" in January | ast year



after his inaugural Hari Raya open house there.

That was the first time tens of thousands of well-w shers flooded the
house to get a first-hand | ook at the buil di ng.

It consists of three major blocks, with the Banquet and Protocol Bl ocks
opened to the public, while the Residence Block is a restricted area.

Several travel conpani es have packages for visitors to tour Seri
Per dana.

Anot her architectural highlight of Putrajaya is Dataran Putra, where the
light rail transit will run underground while cultural shows and concerts
coul d be held at the square.

Adorned with decorative lights and fountains, it will also host events
I i ke National Day cel ebrations in future.

The Putraj aya Pronenade, a 200-mwi de, 2.6-km|ong pronmenade provi des a
soothing feeling to visitors taking a stroll beside the Putrajaya Lake.

Li nki ng Dataran Putra and Putra Mbsque, the pronenade is artistically-
designed to retain its natural |andscape.



	Putrajaya's many splendours (NST 04/02/2001)

