17/ 02/ 2001
PM Qur bid to becone IT hub will be realised soon

Sar ban Si ngh

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Malaysia' s aimof becom ng an information technol ogy hub
will soon be realised given the increasing nunber of conpanies investing
in the Miultinmedia Super Corridor, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said

t oday.

The Prime M nister said the MSC, equi pped with excellent infrastructure
facilities, would be able to nmeet the needs of foreign conmpanies setting
up operations.

"W may not have a Bill Gates, but we certainly have excellent
infrastructure facilities to service foreign conpani es setting up
operations here.

"Wth the Multinedia University |ocated here and nore conpani es setting
up in Cyberjaya, | amsure our dreamof turning Malaysia into a premier IT
hub will be realised," he said when | aunching Al C Corporation Berhad' s new
| ogo at the MW

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, who is MW
Chancel | or, and Energy, Comuni cations and Miltinedia M ni ster Datuk Amar
Leo Moggi e.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment woul d continue to give priority to the
devel oprent of nul ti medi a.

(The MSC is a 750 square km zone south of Kuala Lunpur designhated as a
hub for the devel opnent of multimedia products and services).

Companies in the MBC are expected to invest about RM20 billion over the
next five years and generate sone 35, 000 jobs.

The Governnent has invested RML4 billion to devel op the 50km by 15km
MSC.

As of Cctober |ast year, 37 world-class conpani es had set up operations
there. The Government expects to see 50 such conpanies in the area by
2003.

At present, there are about 362 MSC-status conpani es operating in the
ar ea.

Dr Mahathir said the business conmunity was not only showing interest in
the MSC, it had also invested time and noney to nake the corridor a
success.

"You see plenty of construction activity going on... the MSC is not only
seeing the construction of facilities for |ocal conpanies, but also those
of foreign firns and this shows their keen interest in the project,"” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir also called for a closer working rel ati onship between | oca
conpani es, the MMU and foreign players setting up operations in the MSC.

"The conpani es here should interact with the foreign business
entities... we want close collaboration with themas we will need all the
know edge workers we can get," he said

He urged MMU to work to produce nore know edge workers.

"This has to be done as | believe MMJ students will be rmuch sought after
by these conpani es. The industry will need nore skilled workers and the
MWJ can help to provide manpower to these conpanies," he said

Dr Mahathir, on a lighter note, said he hoped these conpani es woul d not
attract MMU teaching staff by offering them higher renuneration.

"I hope you (teaching staff) will resist these tenptations. | have
al ways believed that the best pay is job satisfaction.

"I't nmakes you feel good... noney can't buy everything. But for sone



peopl e, noney is everything," he said.

The Prinme M nister also virtually |aunched AIC s second RM0 mi | lion
sem -conductor plant in Kulim Kedah, and wi tnessed the signing of several
MoUs between the conpany and ot her parties, including the MMJ. AICis
i nvolved in making integrated circuit chips.

On AIC, he said he was happy to see the progress of the conpany which
was initially a conmponent manufacturer for Proton but had now becone a
maj or mul timedia player in the country.

"I have been watching AIC since its early days. For a Bum putera
company, it has nade quite an achi evenent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said RVMRO million may nmean nothing to sonmeone like Bill
Gates but to him it neant nuch nore because it was invested by a
Mal aysi an conpany.

He al so wi tnessed t he signing of an MoU between the MMJ and Al C
Corporation for the setting up of the AIC Chair of Mcroel ectronics at
MMJ s Facul ty of Engi neering. Under the agreenment, the conmpany will
provide funding worth RV2 million over a period of five years.

Later, Dr Mahathir had a two-hour closed-door dial ogue with sone 1, 000
MWJ st udent s.
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