24 DEC 2001
MCA- Ong
PM S ADVI CE VERY TI MELY, SAYS ONG

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bername) -- MCA Youth Chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat
has described as very tinely advice by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir to MCA | eaders to swallow their pride and not be too hard on one
anot her.

Ong, who is also Youth and Sports Deputy Mnister, said his sincere
wish is to see the party | eaders heeding the Prine Mnister's advi ce.

"I'"ve given ny assurance to the Prine Mnister that I will abide by any
advice he gives," he told reporters at the mnistry here today.

He was responding to Dr Mahathir's remarks | ast night after being asked
by reporters on the crisis in the MCA and its decision to suspend the youth
wing's central conmmittee headed by Ong.

Dr Mahathir noted that the two sides seened unwilling to conprom se and
he thought that at tines there was a need for people to swallow their
pride.

Dr Mahathir, who had al so spoken to both Ong and MCA Presi dent Datuk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, said he had asked both of themnot to be too hard
on each ot her.

Gven the Prime Mnister's vast experience in politics, Ong said his
advice woul d certainly enlighten the MCA nmenbers in overcom ng the
prevailing probl ens.

"I tried to call Prime Mnister's office today. |'mlooking forward to
nmeet the himafter this," he said.

Ong said that besides the MCA youth problem he would also discuss with
Dr Mahathir matters pertaining to Chinese youths especially some programres
directed at the group

"I do not wish to see such programes been aborted because of the Youth
Wi ng's suspension. | would certainly continue my works as well as ny
capacity as vice-chairnman of the BN Youth," he said.

On MCA's preparation for the I ndera Kayangan by-el ection, Ong said he
woul d go to Perlis with party menbers fromthe various states tonmorow to
prepare the BN canpaign in the constituency.

Conmmenti ng on the opposition front's statenent that they woul d
capitalise the MCA crisis in their canmpaign, Ong said it showed that the
opposition was running out of issues.

"This shows that the opposition parties are practising parasite
politics and they do not have their own agenda,” he said.

Ong was al so asked on the possibility of taking | egal action agai nst
the veteran conmttee on their findings, naming him Youth Assenbly Speaker
Li m Hong Sang and Youth Secretary General Yew Teong Look responsible for
the fracas on Aug 3.

He said he had consulted his | awyer on the matter but decided to defer
taking any | egal action after considering the macro perspect of the issue,
especially within the context of Barisan Nasi onal

"I will give themthe tinme and oppurtunity to retract. That is why | am
hol di ng back the |l egal action even before the dem se of Datuk Khor Liang
Tee, the Perlis state assenbl yman for | ndera Kayangan," he said.

Ong said that what surprised himwas that until now the veteran
comm ttee had not | odged a police report that he had pl anned the youth
fracas on Aug 3.
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