10 OCT 2001
A G Qatar
QATAR EM R WANTS UN TO HOLD CONFERENCE ON TERRCRI SM

By: Ahnad Fuad Yahaya

DOHA, Oct 10 (Bernama) -- The Emir of Qatar Shai kh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al -Thani said the United Nations should call for an international
conference to draft an international convention on conbating terrorism
bi nding all countries.

He said the world body nmust carry out its full responsibility for the
codi fication of the provisions of that convention, its inplenentation,
putting it into effect, setting the penalties for violation of its
provi sions so that conbating international terrorismwas carried out under
the UN unbrella and comand in accordance with the criteria agreed upon.

Speaki ng at the opening of the special session of foreign mnisters of
t he 57-menber Organisation of Islanmic Conference (O C) here today, Shaikh
Hamad al so stressed the need to clearly define terrorismand the its
distinction, with the people's struggle agai nst forei gn occupati on and
their legitimate right to defend their freedomand self determ nation.

Fromthis point, the Palestinian people in their struggle for
liberation of their honeland are practicing a lawful right in resisting the
occupation that has usurped the I and, displaced its people and i nposed a
policy of starvation and siege and the assassination of |eading politica
figures, inits continuing attenpts to stifle the freedom of these people
and suppress their independence, he said.

The Emir's viewis in tandemw th Ml aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad who has strongly called for a UN-sponsored
i nternational conference on terrorismto find solutions to the problem in
the wake of the Sept 11 tragedy in the United States.

Shai kh Hamad, who chaired the special session of the OC today, also
hoped that the recent events in the US woul d not distract the internationa
community fromgiving attention to the problemin Pal estine.

He said the international comunity should not pernmit the recent events
inthe USto distract it fromits role, and blind it fromshouldering its
responsibility towards state terrorismpracti sed by the Israeli regine
agai nst the Pal estini an peopl e.

Its grave escalation of the situation in the region and its attenpt to
exploit these events to create new situations in the region would threaten
security and stability, he said.

The Emir said the atrocities perpetrated agai nst the Pal estinian peopl e
wer e not hing but organised terrorismpractised by the Israeli regine
agai nst unarnmed peopl e who have no alternative other than resistance in
defence of their rights, the protection of their holy places and standi ng
up agai nst the humliation, oppression, killings and di splacenent inflicted
upon them

"I nmust state here that there are voices in our Islamc nation which
spell out that state terrorismbegets terrorist organi zations, and that
vi ol ence breeds viol ence," he said.

The only way to break this vicious circle is to grant the Pal estinian
people their right to self-determ nati on and the establishnent of their
i ndependent state on their national soil, with Al-Quds Al -Sharif as its
capital, he said.

Shai kh Hamad called on the international comunity, particularly the US
and Russia, to shoul der their responsibilities and provide the required
international protection for the Pal estinian people in the face of the
I sraeli war machine as a prelimnary step to resune the peace process on



its original bases in accordance with the resolutions of international
legality and the principle of |and for peace.

"I would like, on this occasion, to express satisfaction at the
statenments, in respect nmade by the US President George Bush when he spoke
of establishing the Palestinian state as being part of the strategic
American vision of settling the conflict in our region,” he said.

On the mlitary actions taken by the US and its allies against
Af ghani st an since Sunday in response to the terrorist attacks on New York
and Washi ngton | ast nonth, Shai kh Hamad stressed his unequi vocal rejection
of these acts but felt that countering them should not affect innocent
civilians.

The military action should be exclusively confined to the perpetrators
after the rel ease of conclusive evidence, so that the internationa
community could determne its position with discernnent and substanti at ed
evi dence, he said

Shai kh Hanmad al so called for the O C special session today to set up a
fund to extend aid to the peopl e of Afghani stan under the auspi ces of the
O C and pl edged a contribution of US$10 million fromQatar to the fund.
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