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Mahat hi r- Merit

QUOTA SYSTEM RETAI NED BUT BETTER PERFORMANCE NEEDED FROM BUM PUTERA
STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the quota systemfor admi ssion to public universities will be
retai ned but bum putera students will have to do better to qualify for
adm ssion in future.

The prime mnister said the nove to raise the entry qualification was
to ensure better quality bum putera students.

"W are giving themwarning right now Exactly what is the cut-off
point is sonething that we will determne later. But they can rest assured
that if they don't do well they may not get into the universities. Even if
they think they can get 10As, they better sit down and study harder to get
11As," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this at a news conference after giving a cl osed-door
briefing to Umo | eaders on the proposed neritocracy systemfor entrance to
public universities at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

The prime mnister said the higher qualification requirenment was a
prelimnary step by the governnment to inplenent the neritocracy systemfor
admi ssion to the universities in stages.

He said that if the governnment inposed the nmeritocracy conditions al
at once there would be too few bum putera students, so it would start on a
smal | scal e accordi ng to disciplines.

Then, when their performance i nproved, the qualification requirenent
would rise so that finally their acconplishnents would be on par with that
of the other races.

"If we do it all at once according to neritocracy it woul d have
disastrous results on the Malay students to the extent that there may not
be any Mal ay student in certain fields.

"Al though we say we will use meritocracy, it will not be enforced in
one fell swoop on the students, instead we will give themwarnings so that
they will study and get good results and then the qualifications for
university entrance will be rai sed another notch," he said.

Dr Mahathir said, for exanple, that if the qualification to do nedicine
was 7As for Malay students, the condition would be raised to 8As and those
who did not achieve this would not enter the university.

He said al though the quota systemwoul d be retai ned the governnment
hoped that there would be enough bum putera students to fill the quota but
if it was not filled it did not matter so long as the students who were
adm tted were of high quality.

"W want to achieve the quota but we don't want to achieve it such that
even the useless go in..it'll be pointless," he said.

The neasure woul d be inpl enented as soon as possible, as early as the
next academ c session, and his warning today woul d enabl e t he Ml ay
students to seriously prepare if they wanted to enter the university next
year, he said, adding that he was confident that they could do.

He hoped to see better perfornmance anmong the Mal ay students at al
| evel s of education but stressed that they nust do exceptionally well in
the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM and Sijil Tinggi Persekol ahan Ml aysia
(STPM exaninations to enter the university.

H gh qualifications were al so needed for students who wanted to do
matricul ati on

He al so reiterated that undergraduates whose invol venent in other
activities affected their studi es woul d be expel | ed.



He said the poor performance of students in schools was due, anopng
others, to the fact that sonme teachers entrusted with noral education, |ike
religious teachers, taught the politics of hatred instead of religion.

As a result, the students did not understand religion and were easily
i nfl uenced by nonsensi cal teachings |like devil worship and ot her negative
activities, he said.

The governemnt was studyi ng appropriate acti on against the religi ous
teachers concerned, he added.
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