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Mahat hi r - St udent s
RADI CAL ACTI ON TO HELP MALAY STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernama) -- Umo President Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today warned that radical action will be taken to prevent
Mal ay students fromlaggi ng behind in their studies.

The acti on woul d include reduci ng the nunber of places for Bum putera
students in public institutions of higher |earning and cutting back on
government aid, he told newsmen after chairing the Umo Suprenme Counci
meeting at the party's headquarters here today.

Asked if this npde of action would be a backlash on the governnent and
Umo, he said,"There will be a backlash but this is too serious a matter
for us to be giving political consideration".

"That's why | call people who are trying to make political capital as
traitors."

Asked who he was referring to as traitors, Dr Mahathir said,"W don't
have to say it but people will have to nake certain assunptions.”

"Whenever we want to do sonething good, we will find that what we do
will be politicised, interpreted and twisted in order to gain political
advant age.

"This is why many of our attenpts to help the Ml ays have fail ed
because people always will conme out and nake a political issue out of it,"
he sai d.

The Prime M nister who was obviously upset with the problens plaguing
Mal ay students, said Umo as the backbone party of the governemt woul d ask
that radical action be taken to hel p overcone the problem

"W cannot take the matter lightly..... that we entertain them because
it a basic human right. W should place inportance on their future and the
country's future," he said.

In this light, Dr Mahathir said a special body conprising government
and education officers would be forned to see how best to inprove the
si tuati on.

"There will be no special allowance. If they are really keen, love this
country and are patriotic, they should beconme nenbers of the body
voluntarily and not expect any returns,” he said.

Asked as to who woul d head the body and when it woul d comence
operations, he said Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhaned woul d assune
the main role and it woul d becone operative soon

He hoped the special body would receive the support of education
of ficers, teachers and those who realise their responsibility towards
i mproving the situation.

"We will not tolerate misuse of our education systemfor any other
interest other than getting a formal education, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said action would be taken agai nst those who do not
i mpl ement the education policy.

"I'f necessary, we will anmend the |aws and even the Federal Constitution
to prevent our education systemfrom bei ng betrayed.

"Wt cannot allow this betrayal to continue as it has led to the present
situation where Mal ay students have becone involved in devil worship and
others," he said.

The Umo President also said that the Suprene Council al so suggested
that teachers be introduced as facilitators to teach according to a set
curricul um

"W will broadcast through limted Internet usage to schools to ensure



what is taught is according to the curriculumfixed and that there is no
deviation to other forns of teachings." he said.
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