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Mahat hi r-1 ki m
RADI O | KI M CAN CORRECT M SCONCEPTI ON ON | SLAM SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
believes that Radio | kimfmcan enhance the role of the Malaysian Institute
of Islam ¢ Understanding (lkim in correcting the m sconception of the
non- Musl i ms on |sl am ¢ teachings.

The prinme mnister said today he believed that with the radio, al
messages on |slam c teachi ngs woul d be conveyed nore extensively to the
peopl e.

He said I kimwas set up specifically to clear all manner of confusion
among the non-Mislins regarding Islamc teachings and to correct
m sunder st andi ngs on t he teachi ngs anong the Mislins thensel ves.

"I believe that if this radio broadcast is conducted smartly w thout
any other interest except to convey information on the true teachings of
Islam this radio will benefit all the people in the country," he said when
| aunching Radio I kimfmat |kimhere.

He said there were now nmany negative notions on |Islamspread by certain
parties, especially at the international |evel, including those |inking
Islamwith crimnal acts and vi ol ence.

Dr Mahathir said, for exanple, that if a building was bonbed as had
happened in the United States, the Muslinms would be the first to be accused
of the offence even if it was done by others.

However, he said, the involvemrent of Muslins in crines and vi ol ence
I'i ke ki dnappings had to a certain extent influenced the other conmunities
in their perception of Mislimns.

Conmenting on Ikims role, Dr Mahathir said the institute had pl ayed
its role well in providing information for the non-Mislins in the country
and in getting recognition fromthe international comunity through the
sem nars that it organised

On i sconceptions anong the Muslins, Mahthir said it was a chall enge
that had to be met because the Muslins had differing interpretations of the
Islam c | ans.

"It is clear that there are Muslins who concentrate only on certain
devotions whereas Islamis a way of life with various activities that nust
be given attention,” the prinme mnister said.

Besi des that, he said, there were Muslins in the country who practised
teachings that deviated fromlslamand this could affect the faith of the
Muslinms in Malaysia if not checked.

He said that in the Quran there were two types of verses, nanely the
verses that were specific and could not be msinterpreted and verses that
were open to various forns of interpretation.

The sane applied to the hadis, he said, adding that there were
authentic hadis and hadis that were weak and not authenticated by the
ul ama.

As such, Dr Mahathir said, efforts nust be stepped up to explain to the
Muslinms the true interpretation of particular Quranic verses as well as
hadi s that were authentic and those that were not.

Earlier, Ikimchairman Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid said Radio
| KIMfm which obtained it broadcasting licence effective July 1 this year,
woul d present "A world view of Islam by pooling information with
entertai nment value to benefit |isteners.

He said the information woul d cover the econony, managenent, busi ness,
finance, law, syariah, political science, social science, nedicine, health



and various comuniction fields with the target on Mislins and non- Mil i s,
especi ally converts.

The programes would be in Ml ay, English and Arabic and were ai ned at
inspiring listeners to interact intellectually with the announcers and at
opening up their mnds to be nore tolerant in discussing contenporary
i ssues.

He said the station, the first fully digital Islamc-based radio
station, received an allocation of RML2.8 million fromthe governnent and
its broadcast could be received as far as Batami sl and, |ndonesi a.

The 24-hour service can be tuned in at 91.5 Whz for the Kl ang Vall ey,
Perak and Negeri Senbilan (102.7 WMhz), Kedah, Penang and Perlis (89.0 Mz),
Mel aka (89.5 Mhz), Johor Baharu (107.9 Mz), Kota Baharu (89.8 Mz),
Kuantan (89.6 Mz), Kuala Terengganu (100.2 Mz), Kuching (98.8 Mz) and
Kot a Ki nabalu (93.9 Mz).
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