04/ 10/ 2001
Radi o station told to apol ogi se to Keeper of the Rulers' Sea

Anni e Freeda Cruez; Carol Mirugiah

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Airtinme Managenent Programme (AMP) Radi o Network,
whi ch operates Astro's Radi o Era, has been directed to apol ogise to the
Keeper of the Rulers' Seal for its broadcast |ast night that the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong had di ed.

Informati on Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob conveyed this to Astro chi ef
executive officer Ral ph Marshall, AMP Radi o Network general nanager
Bor hanuddi n Gsnman and Astro corporate conmuni cations seni or rmanager David
Yap thi s norning.

They had gone to the ministry to apol ogi se and expl ain how t he m st ake
had occurred.

Khalil, who had briefed the Cabinet earlier today on the matter, said he
had told them"to seek an apology in the best way possible as it now
depended on budi bicara dua-dua pi hak (the goodw Il of both parties)".

Speaking to reporters at his office later, he said: "W do not want to
make a big thing out of this. W heard an expl anation fromthe nmanagenent
of Radio Era. They have nade a genui ne ni stake."

He said Radio Era was trying to make headway on the | ocal scene and was
sonet i mes over zeal ous.

"Anyway, we have asked themto contact the Keeper of the Rulers' Sea
and rmake an i mredi at e apol ogy. "

Asked where the radi o deejay had got the information from Khalil said:
"Their explanation was that it was not based on infornmation."

The minister remnded all print and el ectronic nedia to be nore careful
and not be overzeal ous when broadcasting or printing nmatters related to
the pal ace as they nust get all directives and confirmation fromthe
Keeper of the Rulers' Seal at the Federal level or the Grand Chanberlain
at the State |evel

Asked about the King's health, Khalil said he had to obtain clearance
fromthe pal ace before maki ng any announcenent.

On whether the mnistry would be acting against the radio station and

whet her the deejay concerned had been suspended, Khalil said that he was
satisfied with the managenment's expl anati on.
"It is a technical mstake. | hope the issue is closed."

Meanwhi | e, Sul tan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei visited the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong at Munt Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore.

The King has been warded at the hospital for a nmedical check-up.

Sul tan Hassanal made a stopover on his way hone after a three-day
of ficial visit to Kuala Lumpur.

An aide to the King said Sultan Hassanal spent an hour w th the King who
had earlier been visited by the Tunku Mahkota of Johor Tunku | brahi m
I smail .

The Regent of Selangor Tengku Idris Shah and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had call ed on the King | ast week

The King's private secretary, Datuk Raja Hydar Raja |skandar, when
contacted, said the King was in stable condition after a second
exam nation prior to mnor surgery.

Asked whet her AMP Radi o Network had apol ogi sed over the wong broadcast,
he said the pal ace had received a witten apol ogy and clarification.

A deejay on Radio Era had | ast night stated that the King had died. On
realising the nmistake, the station apol ogi sed over the air.

I n Singapore, Mal aysian H gh Comm ssioner to the republic Ham don Ali,



when net at the Mount Elizabeth nedical centre, disnissed the rumour as
not hing more than a false alarm

Wil e saying the King was "very well", he declined to comrent on when
the King had been adm tted or the duration of his stay.

Ham don al so rem nded the nedia to verify facts on issues related to the
royal famly to produce accurate reports.

The hospital, in a statenent, said the King had been adnmtted for a
check-up.

Security at Block C of the hospital was tight with the strong presence
of Hi gh Conmi ssion officials and support staff.

Several menbers of the royal famly were also at the hospital.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo said he would inform
the Information Mnistry of his dissatisfaction with the radi o station
concer ned.

He hoped it woul d be nore responsi bl e.
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