08/ 02/ 2001
Rail station to nove to Kranji

Kamarul Yunus in Singapore

SI NGAPORE, Wed: Singapore has agreed in principle to Malaysia's request to
move its railway station from Tanjung Pagar to Kranji in the republic

i nstead of Bukit Timah or Wodl ands as di scussed under the points of
agreenment (POA) between the two countries.

However, its Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong said both countries need to
di scuss further details of the agreenent.

"I'n principal, Singapore agreed to Malaysia's request but the details
have yet to be agreed," he said at a joint press conference after neeting
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and the Mal aysi an
del egati on, here today.

In return, Goh said Singapore had requested Malaysia to build a tunne
i nki ng Si ngapore's MRT system fromJohor to Kranji, which is |ocated at
the north end of the island near Wodl ands.

"Thi s has been agreed to in principal during my neeting with Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mahanmad | ast Decenber.

"During the neeting, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia needed nore tinme to
resolve this as well as other issues under the POA Abdull ah agreed that
these i ssues nmust be resolved and cannot go on," he said.

Goh did not dismss the possibility of the POA bei ng anended, addi ng
that other outstanding bilateral issues will also be resol ved.

CGoh agreed with Abdullah that there is a genuine reason for the
prol onged di scussi on on t he oustandi ng i ssues between the two countri es.

For instance, he said, he is sure that there is a genuine reason for
Mal aysi a asking for nore tine in noving its railway station to Kranji.

Abdul lah said it is not Malaysia's policy to deprive Singaporeans of
wat er for consunpti on.

"What we need to look into is pricing and the source of supply. W need
to study thoroughly before concluding any agreenent,"” he said.

Abdul | ah, who arrived here today, is on a four-day working visit to the
island republic. This is his first visit to Singapore since being
appoi nted Deputy Prinme Mnister.

Both | eaders were al so asked on concrete proposals to cenent bil ateral
relations, in which Abdullah said both countries agreed to inprove
contacts at all levels, including politicians, students and busi nessnen.
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