27/ 11/ 2001
“Drop condition for retraining

R Sittanmparam

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress wants the
Governnent to drop the requirenent that only those unenpl oyed for at |east
three years qualify for retraining.

Its president Senator Zainal Ranmpak said the authorities could not
expect workers to remain continuously unenpl oyed for "three | ong years”
before becom ng eligible for such training.

"Its purpose will be lost if the authorities insist on having such a
requi renment for applicants to the schene.

"The training shoul d be provided the nonent workers are retrenched or
when students | eave school . "

Zainal said the training programes that are part of the Econonic
Recovery Package announced by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad recently to produce a know edgeabl e wor kf orce, was i ndeed
| audabl e.

He said the programmes were in line with the ains and objectives of the
Nati onal Vision Policy for the creation of a know edge-based econony.

"The Hunan Resources Devel opnent Bhd whi ch conmes under the Mnistry of
Human Resour ces shoul d al so i ncl ude young school |eavers who are forced by
poverty and famly circunstances to stop their education at Form Three and
enter the job market.

"These young workers are the nost vulnerable in the job narket and need
maxi mum support fromthe Mnistry."

He said MIUC wel conmed t he proposal to offer trainees under the
retrai ning schemes half their last drawn salary or a maxi mum nont hly
al | owance of RMb0O.

He said that apart fromlInformation and Conmuni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT)
trai nees should al so be gi ven adequate opportunities to develop self
enpl oyment skills.
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