08/ 10/ 2001

Rais: Al point to Malaysia as an Islanic State

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Provision in the Federal Constitution, the Syariah
court systemand the power of Sultans over administration of Islamc
justice clearly point to the fact that Malaysia is an Islanm c country.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
said today Article 3 of the Constitution stated that |Islamwas the
religion of the Federation

"VWhat we maintain is that the Constitution is sufficient by itself
because of Articles 3 and 11, therefore there is no necessity to neddl e
with that," Rais said.

Article 11 refers to the freedomof religion.

Rais said this after |aunching the Anrpang Jaya Resi dents' Day
cel ebrations at the Ampang Jaya nul ti-purpose hall here today.

Rai s was asked to comment on DAP national chairman LimKit Siang's
statement yesterday that former Prinme M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman had
declared in Parlianment that Ml aysia was not an Islanic country.

Rai s said what was stated decades ago by Tunku nust be under st ood
contextually.

"Even in the judiciary, especially the application of Syariah | aw,

Mal aysi a has gone a |l ong way fromthe Tunku days," Rais said.

He, however, added that the Governnent's definition of an Islanic State
shoul d not be confused with the assertion of Pas which wanted the
nonencl ature to be inserted in the Federal Constitution.

On DAP national deputy chairman Karpal Singh's statenent that Article 3
of the Constitution should not be taken to mean that Ml aysia was an
Islamic country, Rais said that was Karpal's personal views and not those
of the court.

"Article 3 is sufficient to warrant the fact that this country is
Islamic in nature. But, this does not nmean that the rights, privileges and
positions enjoyed by other communities are affected adversely,"” said Rais,
who is a |l awyer by training.

Meanwhi | e, asked if Western countries had begun to realise the
i nportance of the Internal Security Act in the light of the Sept 11
attacks in the United States, Rais said these nations were now | ess
critical of the legislation than before.

He said that before the attacks in the United States even the Human
Ri ghts Commi ssion of Mal aysia vehenently attacked the | SA, but nany
quarters now were starting to realise howinportant preventive | aws were.

Several countries, including the Czech Republic, recently turned to
Mal aysia to | earn nore about the | SA, Rais added.

"Even the United States is presenting its own version of preventive
| aws, " sai d Rais.

I n Penang, Limsaid whether Mal aysia was an |Islamc State nust be
deci ded not just by Umo or Pas, but by all political parties and
Mal aysi ans, regardl ess of race, religion or party affiliation.

He said the failure to do so would be a grave infringenent of the basic
citizenship rights of non-Mislim Ml aysi ans.

Limsaid the claimthat Malaysia was an Islam c State because it was
menber of the Organisation of Islanmc Conference was al so untenabl e "as
surely it is not suggested that there are only 56 Islanmic States in the
worl d in keeping with the nenbership of the QC'

"Does the Mal aysi an Government recogni se countries |like lIraq, |ndonesia,



Uganda and Li bya as Islamic States just because of their O C nmenbership?"
he asked.

Information Mnistry Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Zai nuddin Maidin said
Mal aysi a was never regarded as a secul ar State.

Criticising the DAP for questioning the Governnent's |abelling of the
country as an Islamc State, he said no secular State woul d approve | aws
advancing the interests of a particular religion.

"In this country, provisions for the devel opnent of other religions
cannot be nade by Parlianent and the propagati on of other religions
t hrough official governnment organs such as television and radio is not
al | oned.

"This has already been accepted as a convention,"” Zainuddin told
Ber nana.

He said the DAP | eaders' reaction gave the inpression that the party
coul d not accept several |aws concerning |slamapproved by Parliament over
t he years.

In Ni bong Tebal, MC vice-president Datuk G Pal anivel said the Barisan
Nasi onal conponent parties fully understood Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s expl anation on the Islamic State issue.

He said the Opposition parties were the ones who were confused over the
i ssue.

"The DAP was on the offensive because it wants to regain | ost grounds
for supporting Pas in the past," he said after |aunching a bl ood donation
canpai gn organi sed by the Rantau Panjang M C branch near here.

Pal ani vel , who is also Deputy Rural Devel opment Mnister, said it was
time the small group of vociferous Indians in Parti Keadilan Nasional nade
their stand on the Pas-1ed opposition front.
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