25/ 03/ 2001
Rais to neet Rulers in nove to “activate' State pardons boards

Azran Aziz; Carolyn Hong

KUANTAN, Sat. - The Pardons Board in nost of the States have not been
meeting regularly, sonme of themfor years, resulting in a backlog of 243
cases which include a nunber of death row cases.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid he
woul d be seeking audi ences with the Sultans (as heads of the respective
State Pardons Board) and Yang di-Pertua Negeris to discuss the nmatter.

"There seens to be a lull in nbst of the States. W want to “activate
all the Boards. The Pardons Board is the venue of last resort for those
who had been sentenced and the process of justice should nove unhindered,"
he sai d.

The Pardons Board is the last chance for convicted prisoners to get
pardons for all offences.

The hi ghest number of pending cases are in Sarawak with 38 fol | owed by
Perak (37), Johor (33), Kedah (31), Pahang (27), Federal Territories of
Kual a Lunpur and Labuan (19), Selangor (17), Penang (12), Ml acca and
Kel ant an (ei ght each), Sabah (five), Perlis (four), and Negri Senbilan and
Terengganu (two each).

Rai s added that the del ays were due to the process of conpiling data and
reports fromthe vari ous agencies |like the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers,
courts, police and Prisons Departnent.

"The process to streanline the procedures is an on-going one and at
| ast, we have achi eved that desired nonmentum paving the way for the
various Pardons Boards to nmeet on a regul ar basis," he said.

On Thursday, Rais had a neeting with the Attorney-GCGeneral's Chanbers
where this issue was al so di scussed.

He said the A-G played a pivotal role in making sure that the Pardons
Board moves and "I am happy that Datuk Ai num (Mohd Saaid ) is set to clear
t he backl og".

He added that Ai num had al so agreed to attend the Pardons Boards
meet i ngs.

Rai s had an audience with the Sultan of Pahang today as the head of the
Pardons Board in Pahang, the first of his planned neetings with the
Rul ers.

He said the Sultan agreed that the Pahang Pardons Board, which |ast net
in 1996, will sit on April 4 to clear the 27 cases pending before it.

Four are death row cases including that of bonoh Mona Fandey, five are
for reviews of jail sentences, and one case involved a prisoner being held
at the pleasure of the Sultan.

Mona Fandey (her real nane is Maznah |Ismail), her husband Mohd Affand
Abdul Rahman and their assistant Jurainm Husin were sentenced to death for
the 1993 nurder of former Batu Tal am State Assenbl yman Datuk Mazlan ldris
i n Raub.

On April 13, 1999, they failed in their final appeal when the Federa
Court uphel d the conviction and sentence i nposed by the Temerl oh Hi gh
Court in 1995, followi ng which they filed petitions for cl enency.

Rai s al so said the Sultan of Pahang had asked for an annual schedul e of
cases to be sent to himfor himto convene the Pardons Board regul arly.

"I amgrateful that the Sultan has accepted the suggestion for regul ar
meetings. | believe that the other States will also emul ate t he exanpl e.

"I must thank the Ruler for his outright, ready disposition to push
forward the denmands of justice in a |larger sense," he said.



Al so present at the neeting at |Istana Abu Bakar in Pekan were Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob and State Legal Adviser Datuk Abdul Halim
Aman.

Asked why he chose to neet the Sultan of Pahang first, Rais said Pahang
did not have a major problembut "we feel that the Sultan is sonmeone who
can i nmpl enent the pardon process and it is therefore apt to pick Pahang to
| ead the way".

Rai s added that his next stop would be Sarawak, followed by Johor, Perak
and Kedah.

He added that he would also be briefing the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad who woul d advi se the Yang di - Pertuan Agong about the
cases in the Federal Territories. This reflected the Governnent's
seriousness in handling the matter.
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