14/ 12/ 2001

Raja of Perlis takes oath as the new King

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed
Putra Janmalull ail today took his oath of office as the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong for the next five years.

The cerenony at the Throne Room of |stana Negara marked the 192nd and
speci al neeting of the Conference of Malay Rul ers.

The Conference, at its 191st neeting yesterday, elected Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin as the 12th Yang di - Pertuan Agong, succeedi ng Sul tan Sal ahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah of Sel angor who di ed on Nov 21

Today' s cerenmony al so wi tnessed the oath-taking by Sultan M zan Zai na
Abi di n of Terengganu who was re-el ected the Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong
at yesterday's special neeting, reports Bernana.

Sultan M zan Zainal Abidin was first chosen as the Deputy Yang di -
Pertuan Agong when Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz was elected King in Apri
1999.

The cerenpny commenced with the Keeper of the Rulers' Seal, Engku Dat uk
| brahi m Engku Ngah, announcing that the 192nd neeti ng of the Conference of
Mal ay Rul ers was for the new King and the Deputy King to take their oath
of office.

Engku I brahi mthen presented Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin the |letter bearing
the oath of office which the Ruler read out before signing it.

Engku I brahi mthen presented the docunent to the Sultan of Pahang and
the Sultan of Perak who signed as w tnesses.

The sane procedure was repeated when Sultan M zan Zai nal Abidin took his
oath of office as the Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Engku I brahi mthen announced that the 192nd neeti ng of the Conference of
Mal ay Rul ers woul d adj ourn sine die.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad then rose and presented
the letters of appointnent to be signed by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and
the Deputy Yang di - Pertuan Agong respectively.

Dr Mahathir read out the declaration that Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin had
taken his oath of office as the 12th Yang di-Pertuan Agong and that Sultan
M zan Zai nal Abidin had taken his oath as the Deputy Yang di - Pertuan
Agong.

The cerenony, which was tel ecast by Radi o and Tel evi syen Ml aysi a,
enbodi ed the rich and unique tradition of Malaysia's constitutiona
nmonar chy.

The Federal Constitution, under Article 38, enpowers the nine Rulers to
el ect anong thensel ves Mal aysia's head of state for a five-year term

Today' s cerenony, which ended with recital of prayers by the Federa
Territory Mufti Datuk Hashi m Yahya, was al so attended by the Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Menteris Besar, Chief
M ni sters, nmenbers of the Cabinet, the Dewan Rakyat, the Senate, royalty
and seni or governnent officers.

Dr Mahathir then | ed his Cabi net nenbers and other dignitaries to an
audi ence with Tuanku Syed Siraj uddi n.

Earlier, an official welconmi ng cerenony for Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n was
hel d at Parlianent Square.

The King, who is also the suprene conmmander of the Armed Forces,

i nspected a guard- of - honour nounted by 104 officers and nen of the 1st
Battal i on Royal Mal ay Regi nent under the command of Mej Mohd Arifin
Suhai m .



Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and the Raja Pernmaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah
Tengku Abdul Rashid arrived at 9am and were net by Dr Mahathir and Dat uk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The King took the royal dais and received a salute fromthe guard of
honour. The Negara Ku was pl ayed by the Royal Ml ay Regi nent band.

A 21-gun salute was fired as he proceeded to i nspect the guard-of-
honour. The Negara Ku was played again followed by the recital of the doa
sel amat .

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Tuanku Fauzi ah were | ater introduced to
Cabinet Mnisters, their wives and other nenbers of the Governnent.
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