09/ 08/ 2001
Rakan Muda aircraft arrive in Myanmar town

Patri ck Sennyah i n Yangon

THE two Rakan Miuda Zodi ac aircraft, which left the Sungai Besi air force
base on Sunday for the Asean Voyage of Friendship mssion, arrived in
Mergui, Myanmar, at 8amyesterday (Yangon tine).

The aircraft reached Kwangt houng i n Myanmar on Monday and were schedul ed
to |l eave for Mergui, 144 nautical mles away the sane day.

However, according to Asean Voyage of Friendship co-ordinator O hnman
Harun, bad weat her had hanpered efforts to take off and the aircraft only
| eft Kwangt houng this norning.

The two experinental aircraft, the 9M ERM and 9M ERA, were assenbl ed by
Rakan Muda vol unteers and piloted by Kol Zakaria Salleh, Shahrizal Azley
Sul ei man, Affendy Syed Orar and B. Sivanesh.

O hman said the flight path of the two Zodi acs after arriving in Mergu
was to depart for Yangon, nore than 800km away.

However, he said, owing to the uncertainty of the weather, the route had
been altered and the Zodiacs would fly to Bangkok tonorrow.

The journey is expected to take about three hours.

Meanwhi | e, the Rakan Miuda partici pants and support entourage, including
menbers of the nedia on board air force aircraft CN235, arrived in Yangon
at 3. 45pm (Yangon tine) yesterday.

The obj ective of the Asean Voyage of Friendship is to ensure each Asean
country gets a personalised invitation scroll on its soil fromthe Youth
and Sports Mnister's special envoy for his counterpart and the people to
attend the Sea Ganes in Kual a Lunpur next nonth.

Dr Ahmad Othman, who is the director of the mnistry's Skills
Devel opnent Division, is scheduled to hand over the invitational scroll to
Myanmar Sports Mnister Brig Gen Thura Aye Mnt in a brief cerenony |ater
t oday.

Yangoon is the first country of the northern route for the Asean Voyage
of Friendship. Qther countries are Laos, Canbodia, Thail and and Vi et nam

The support entourage is expected to | eave Yangon for Vientiane in Laos
tonmorrow where they will attend another handi ng over cerenony.

The two Zodi acs, upon their arrival in Bangkok tonorrow, are schedul ed
to refuel and |l eave for Vientiane where they will join the support
ent our age.

The Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001 was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on July 14 as part of the Rakan Miuda avi ation
devel oprent progr ame.
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