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Ranos pays tribute to Mal aysi a

Har dev Kaur

FORMER Phi | i ppi ne President Fidel V Ranpbs paid tribute to the Ml aysi an
authorities for assisting the Manila government with the quick capture of
Nur M suari .

In an intervieww th the New Straits Tinmes, he said Mnila appreciates
the efforts of the Mal aysi an governnment and of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Earlier, in his speech at the 14th annual general neeting of the Pacific
Econom ¢ Co-operation Council (PECC), he said: "Note how quickly Ml aysi a
nmoved to detain Nur Msuari, the ousted | eader of the Moro Nati onal
Li beration front (M\LF)."

He told the audience that Msuari had fled to Sabah after formenting in
cahoots with the Abu Sayyaf an abortive rebellion in M ndanao-Sulu earlier
t hi s nont h.

In the interview, he described Msuari as the "Osama bin Laden of the
Sout hern Phil i ppi nes", adding that the actions of Msuari were
"regrettable, tragic and deplorable."

"He had the opportunity to bring devel opnent to the southern M ndanao
region. W gave hima pie and he threwit in our face," Ranpbs said.

Even as this problemwi th the M\LF exi sts, Ranps told the PECC
participants that he does not think that terrorismwll gain ground in
Sout h- East Asi a.

He added that the usual suspect - the Abu Sayyaf group in the Southern
Phi | i ppi nes - has degenerated into a "kidnap for ransom gang" and exposed
itself together with Msuari's splinter faction to national, regional and
gl obal sanctions againt terrorist groups by virtue of UN Security Counci
Resol uti on 1368.

He stressed that governnents were nmoving to clanp down separati st
rebel lions and for instance, the special autonomy Jakarta was offering
Aceh province would hel p redistribute in Aceh's favour revenues from oi
and natural gas resources.

Ranps said that even Sout heast Asian Mislinms, who belonged to the
qui eter Sufi sect - had been caught up in political Islam sm but "they
have shunned Islam st calls for Jihad".

"The m ddl e classes built up in both Ml aysia and I ndonesia through
econom ¢ devel opnent over this | ast generation are a powerful noderating
i nfl uence.”

He said npost South-East Asian Muslinms do not regard their direct
political interests as engaged in the Afghanistan conflict and added: "In
our region, even so called “religious' quarrels are often really about
land rights or the political control of territory - and consequently
access to its resources".

This, Ranps said, is true of Aceh rebellion and the comunal problemin
the Moluccas as it is of the separatismin the South Western Philippines.

The fornmer President said even now | ndonesi a, Ml aysia, and the
Phi | i ppi nes are negotiating a pact that would commit themto sharing
intelligence on terrorist activities, keeping tighter conrol of their
frontiers to stop the fl ow of weapons, and undertaking joint |aw
enforcenent and peace keepi ng operati ons.

Touching on the "devastating attacks" of Sept 11, Ranpbs said "nega
terrorismis proving to be the darker side of globalisation”

Whil e Gsama bin Laden's brand of terrorismthreatens the rich countries



nmost directly, he said it has inflicted the worst coll atoral danmage on the
export-oriented devel opi ng countries.

He said on the positive side, Sept 11 has generated a keener sense of
"our shared interests and common vul nerabilities."”

It has al so nade the affluent countries realise how poverty - together
wi th perceived injustice - can breed global instabilities, he added.

Sept 11 and its after effects hel ped to push the Wrld Trade
Organi sation (WO neeting in Doha to agree on a new round of talks in
order to bring down the remaining barriers to freer global trade.
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