06 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Wesak
RATI ONALI TY HAS HELPED MAI NTAI N PEACE AND SECURI TY, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the rationality and the continuous support of the
majority of the people for the governnment's efforts have hel ped to maintain
peace and security in the country.

He said that even though of late there were certain quarters attenpting
to destroy unity and create chaos, such attenpts had not been successf ul
because of this attitude of the majority of the people.

"We are fortunate because the majority of the people are still rationa
and continue to support the governnent's efforts to nmaintain peace and
security through the enforcenment of existing laws," he said in his nessage
in conjunction with Wesak Day tonorrow.

The prime minister also reiterated that the right and freedom of the
people in the country, even those fromminority groups, were stil
protected under the country's constitution and | awns.

He said that the people in the country were nost fortunate as tol erance
and the culture | ong preserved had brought about unity and harnony anpbng
t he peopl e.

"W have adopted this fornula since our country attained i ndependence.
Its effectiveness has been proven as the governnent has succeeded in
devel oping the country and create opportunities for the people to seek
progress and prosperity," he said.

Referring to the Wsak Day cel ebration, Dr Mahathir said that
| arge-scal e religious celebrations were the mani festation of the
governnent's policy of freedomof religi on endorsed by the people in the
country.

The prime minister said that even though Islam had been recogni sed as
the official religion of the country and Muslins conprise the majority
popul ati on, other races had not been denied their freedomto practise their
respective religions.

"It is also true in terns of | anguage, custons and traditions. Every
race is free to speak their own | anguage and practise their own custons and
traditions without any restriction," he said.

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali w shed Ml aysi an
Buddhi sts "Happy Wesak Day" with the hope that they would further enhance
relations anong the various races in the country and contri bute towards the
country's devel opnent and wel | - bei ng.

He said that even though the cel ebration was to commenorate the various
important events in the |ife of its founder, Gautama Buddha, what was vital
was the call to do good and to be nagnani nous.
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