08/ 04/ 2001
Razal ei gh: Nation still needs Dr Mahathir's firm]leadership

Shamsul Aknmar
GUA MUSANG Sat. - Ummo supreme council menber Tengku Razal ei gh Hanrzah
today urged Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to conti nue
serving the country if he did not want to see Mal aysia ending up |ike
I ndonesi a.

The former Finance Mnister said Dr Mahathir's firm| eadership was stil
needed under the present political and econom c climate.

"Sonetimes | pity him... can't retire although he is already 75. Today,
we ask himnot to retire

"If he wants to quit when the party has won back Kel antan and Ter engganu
fromPas, then it is upto him" said Razal ei gh, the Gua Musang Umo
di vi si on chi ef.

He said this in his speech before Dr Mahathir opened the division's
neet i ng.

Later, at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said that at his age, he
shoul d have gone into retirenent.

"However, since | have been requested to continue, it seens |like | have

to KSM - Kerja Sanpai Mati (work until | die)," he quipped.
He said this when asked for his opinion over the call by Razal ei gh.
Razal ei gh, when making the call, said that he had spoken to several of

his friends on the current political scenario in the country.

"Not all of these friends are pro-Dr Mahathir. But we all share the sane
stand that the country needs to maintain the present |eadership.

"We have seen what happened to | ndonesi a.

"Dr Mahathir is firmin his leadership and this is accepted, not only by
t he Mal ays, but al so non- Mal ays. "

Razal ei gh said the call (for Dr Mahathir to stay on) was a sincere one
as it was not his nature to bodek (suck up to) the Prinme M nister

"I have a unique relationship with Dr Mahathir. Ohers can't say this
but | can," he added, in obvious reference to the fact that he used to
| ead the Qpposition front through Umo's splinter party Sermangat 46.

Semangat 46 was fornmed after Razaleigh's failed bid to unseat Dr
Mahat hir for the Umo presidency in the party's 1987 el ecti on.

The party was dissolved in 1996 with its menbers re-joining Umo en-
bl oc.

Razal eigh also related the story of how Dr Mahathir decided to come to
open the division's AGM

"I met hima nonth ago and j oked about hi mcom ng over here to open the
AGM Then, Dr Mahathir said that he was interested to do so. | went back
to ny office and faxed an invitation to himinmediately in case he changed
his mind."

Razal eigh said the last tine Dr Mahathir canme to Gua Miusang to open its
di vision neeting was in 1982 when the constituency was called Uu
Kel ant an.

"Today, it is called Gua Musang as it is no nore an ulu (renpte) area
foll owi ng the devel opnent undertaken by the Federal Governnent through its
agenci es, including Kesedar (South Kel antan Devel opnent Authority)," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, al so expressed surprise over the |arge
turnout and qui pped that he did not know that so many people could live in
a gua (cave).
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