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Reachi ng out to students abroad

V. Shankar Ganesh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Qur foreign missions will intensify their efforts to
ensure that Ml aysi ans who are studyi ng or worki ng abroad are wel |l -

i nformed of the situation back hone.

This isinline with the recent call by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to the country's foreign diplomats to be nore active in
engagi ng Mal aysi an students abroad to counter the anti-Governnment
propaganda bei ng spread.

The New Straits Tines spoke to anbassadors who are attendi ng a si x-day
Head of M ssion Conference, which began | ast Thursday. It is being held at
the Pal ace of the Golden Horses in Seri Kenbangan, near here.

Anbassador to the Philippines Mohd Arshad Manzoor Hussain said Dr
Mahat hir also told the anbassadors to safeguard the good nane and i mage of
t he country.

"He al so asked us to tell the world of the econom c paraneters of our
country as it will then give others the true picture of what's happeni ng
here."

Mohd Arshad added that they were also told to give nore attention to the
wel fare of Mal aysi ans especially students.

"W will also go around nore often to neet Mal aysians to ensure their
wel | - bei ng, " he added.

Anbassador to Kuwait, Datuk |smail Mistapha, said the mssion had al ways
been cl ose to Mal aysi ans there.

"We are like one big famly as the nunber of Ml aysians there is very
smal | ."

He said there were only five Ml aysi an students there.

"Due to this, we do not have rnuch probl ens."

Anbassador to Jordan, Abdul Jalil Haron, said there were about 1,500
Mal aysi an students there, with nost mgjoring in either Syariah or Arabic
st udi es.

"Fromthe universities' feedback, we know that the students do not cause
any trouble. The only problemthat we know of is that of financial
support, as nost are private students.”

"We have asked the Federal Governnent for its help in providing nore
| oans to students,” Abdul Jalil said.

He added that student numbers were al so dwi ndling.

Former Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Wan Ahnad, who is
now t he anbassador to Saudi Arabia, said nore dial ogue sessions woul d be
hel d with students there

He said this would hel p keep the students well-infornmed of the |atest
devel opnent s back hone.

"This will counter any attenpts by others to influence our students."

He said the nunmber of students in Saudi Arabia was also snall. They are
mai nly i n Medi na.
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