06/ 06/ 2001

Read hi story books, says PM

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
urged Mal aysians to read history books as they can learn | essons fromthem
and not repeat past nistakes.

He said the problemin Ml aysia now was that many people still did not
know t he country's history.

"W should, therefore, read nore history books to w den our know edge
and to ensure we do not repeat the m stakes."

He was speaking at the |launching of the book entitled The Propagati on of
Islamin the I ndonesi an- Mal ay Archipel ago at his office.

The book is witten by Ml aysi an Soci ol ogi cal Research Institute
chai rman Dr Alijah Gordon.

On the book, Dr Mahathir said there were many things Ml aysi ans, Mislins
and non-Muislims, could | earn, especially how the archipel ago was col oni sed
by many quarters, including the Portuguese and the Japanese.
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