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Readmi ssion of PBS to the BN good for unity, stability in Sabah

Joni st on Bangkuai

JUDGE NG fromthe positive reactions of all the Barisan Nasi onal conponent
parties, Parti Bersatu Sabah seens set to be readmitted into the nationa
coalition.

Per haps, the BN conponent parties had taken the cue fromthe response of
Prime M nister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi regardi ng PBS application.

Pairin submtted the PBS application to rejoin the BN, which it abruptly
abandoned on the eve of the 1990 parliamentary general elections, to Dr
Mahat hi r on Nov 15.

Dr Mahathir's willingness to forgive Pairin and the PBS for "back
stabbing the BN' and Pairin's readiness to admt the party's m stake of
pul ling out fromthe BN, could have pronpted all the BN component parties
to wel come back the PBS into the BN with open arns.

Whi |l e the PBS had expected BN conponent parties outside Sabah to support
its application, the party had kept its fingers crossed that the three
parties in Sabah formed by PBS di ssident | eaders would do the sane.

Anot her Sabah-based party, the Liberal Denocratic Party, |ed by Chief
M ni ster Datuk Chong Kah Kiat, was the first to support the PBS
readm ssion into the BN

The three parties - United Pasok Monbgun Kadadazandusun- Mur ut
Organi sation (Upko), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) and t he Sabah
Progressive Party (Sapp) - have been the PBS biggest political rivals.

It was this fierce political rivalry that had caused di sunity anmong the
peopl e i n Sabah, especially anbng the Kadazandusun and Chi nese
comuni ti es.

Despite their rivalry, sensibility prevailed and in the interest of the
State and the people, the three parties had declared their support to the
PBS appl i cati on.

Upko, which is headed by another former PBS deputy president Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok, and PBRS, |ed by forner PBS secretary-general Joseph
Kurup, were, in fact, anong the first to declare that they had no
obj ection to PBS readm ssion

The Sapp was the | ast Sabah BN conponent nenber to pl edge support for
the PBS application to rejoin the BN

After keeping mumfor several days, Sapp president Datuk Yong Teck Lee,
a PBS deputy president before formng the party just before the 1994 State
el ection, said his party will support the PBS application.

When Dr Mahathir said that a 100 per cent consensus fromall the 13 BN
conponent parties was needed for the PBS application to be approved, al
eyes were on the Sapp which at that tinme was the only party which had yet
to make a stand on the matter.

Besi des supporting the PBS re-entry into the BN, Upko went a step
further by proposing a unity talk with PBRS and t he PBS.

"I't would be in the best interest of the Kadazandusun, Mirut and ot her
ethnic groups in Sabah if the three parties are united," said Donpok, who
is Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Many believe that the proposed unity talk was intended to eventually
lead to a nmerger of the three parti es.

Upko and PBRS had, infact, already begun hol ding informal discussions on
the possibility of a merger.

But it remains to be seen if PBS would agree to a nerger because unlike



Upko and PBRS, which are both Kadazandusun-based parties, the PBS is,
based on its constitution, a multiracial party.

"I can't see how we can fit into such a nerger talk because PBSis a
mul tiracial party,” said its deputy president Dr Maximus Ongkili.

Al t hough seen as a Kadazandusun- based party, the PBS is known to have
consi derabl e support fromthe Chinese and the Muslim Bum putera as evi dent
fromthe outcone of the 1999 State and parlianmentary el ections.

A political observer said if Upko and PBRS are all for a nerger, the
best solution was for the two parties to disband and rejoin the PBS.

"Afterall, they (Upko and PBRS | eaders) were once together in PBS," said
the observer, adding that the two parties should take the cue fromthe PBS
who was willing to swallowits pride and apply to rejoin the BN

However, it has to be acknow edged that for Upko, it would not be easy
for it to disband as it had proven to a certain extent that it enjoyed
quite a consi derabl e support.

This was evident fromits achi evenent in winning the Kuala Penyu and
Ranau State seats, and the Ki nabal u, Penanpang and Ki nabal u parlianentary
seats in the last 1999 State and parlianentary el ecti ons.

But the same cannot be said for PBRS as it had failed to win a single
seat in the two el ections.

The PBRS' only distinction was its success in attracting six PBS
Assenbl ynmen to defect to the party and elevate it as the second | argest BN
conmponent menber in the State.

Sone of the defectors, who have been branded as political frogs, have
been quick to cite the PBS decision to rejoin the BNto justify their
action to defect to the BN via the PBRS

What ever argunent there nay be on the issue, their defections could well
be the last if PBS was readnitted into the BN

"In a way, the readm ssion of the PBS into the BN will put an end to the
"frog | eapi ng' of Assenbl ynmen," said Ongkili

Wi | e Sabahans keenly await the proposed unity tal k between Upko, PBRS
and PBS to becones a reality, all eyes are, for now, focussed on the
outconme of the PBS application to rejoin the BN

PBS' readmi ssion into the BN woul d be a perfect Hari Raya and Chri stnas
present for all Ml aysians, particularly the people of Sabah, who want
unity and political stability to prevail in the State.

( END)
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