18/ 08/ 2001

"Real Merdeka only through self reliance and social justice

KUALA KANGSAR, Fri. - Former political secretary to the late Tun Abdu
Razak and prom nent col ummi st Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahnad sai d toni ght the

Mal ays nmust strive for self-reliance and social justice as there cannot be
"real Merdeka" unless they attain econom c i ndependence.

Abdul | ah, who is also the New Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd executive
director, stressed the inportance of know edge, which he described as
capable of giving its bearer power.

"Know edge is power. By nature all boys and girls are alike, but by
education widely different," he told a gathering of students at the Ml ay
Col | ege Kual a Kangsar. The event was held in conjunction with the Nationa
Day cel ebrati ons.

The hall was packed with about 600 students.

Earlier in the afternoon, Abdullah spent about two hours goi ng down the
menory | ane, starting fromthe prep school where he started schooling in
MCKK in 1948 and noving to the big school where he spent npbst of his years
until he left in 1954.

Abdul | ah, an ol d boy of the college, said the Ml aysian dream stressed
on equal opportunity, which would not be realised if the Ml ays conti nued
to be dependent on the Governnent for everything.

He said the coll ege was a good exanpl e of the advantages of neritocracy.

"When | arrived at MCKK in 1948, it was essentially a school for the
Raj as and aristocrats. It was worse before the Second World War.

"The war changed it all. Dato' Onn (Ummo founder Dato' Onn Jaafar) was
partly responsible for maki ng MCKK a residential school for all Ml ays
based on neritocracy, instead of birth as the passport to enter it.

"For sure, if it had not been for neritocracy | would not have got here.
Nor woul d you."

He said the rise of a son of a taxi driver to be an architect, another a
Cabi net M nister and yet another, the son of a male nurse, who nearly
becane the Prinme Mnister - fromrags to riches as it were - was an
enact ment of the Ml aysi an dream

"I'n the personal sense, | can only say this to you tonight that I
believe in the Mal aysian dreamas | have seen it conme true inny life."

He said the Governnment wanted a conbi nati on of freedom and opportunity
wi th growi ng overtones of self-reliance, social justice and | ess manjarism
or subsidy syndrone, and | ess dependence on the CGovernnent for everything.

"As we continue to enjoy the fruits of Merdeka; and you inhabit this
great college, it is inperative that we continue to learn wi sely the
| essons in history.

"Hi story can be a force welding the people together. The past will
mrror the future."

He said al though the Malays fornmed the | argest group in the country,
they were al so the poorest and | east educated, "though we appear to be
dominant in politics, in civil service, the armed forces and the police."
Not hi ng el se real ly besi des these, he added.

"The Chinese, though only 26 per cent of the population, control the
econony together with the foreigners. They excel in education and al ong
with the | ndi ans domi nate the professions, information technol ogy and K-
econony. "

He said the Mal aysi an Chi nese were the nost productive el enent of the
econony, and urged the Malays to learn and imtate the Chinese.



"d obalisation is gathering speed. The question is how speedily are we
preparing ourselves and responding to it."

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has asked the
Mal ays to stop the rot in educati on and general discipline.

"l cannot agree nore. Fish rots fromthe head, and like fish society is
an organi c systemand also rots fromthe head."

He said the British accorded i ndependence to the country because the
Mal ays could work with the Chinese and I ndi ans.

"Toget her we achi eved freedom together we defeated the conmmuni st revolt
and in concert we built and are building this nation into what it is now
and | pray for what it shall be."

Abdul I ah said Pas wanted to turn Malaysia into an Islam c theocratic
state but whether it succeeded was another matter. He doubted that it
woul d because Mal aysi a was not a honpbgenous soci ety.

"It can't happen here because of the delicate racial bal ance which
exi sts. The non-Malays will not support it nor Malay l|iberals and the
intelligentsia."

( END)
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