31 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Gawai
REALI SI NG NATI ONAL ASPI RATI ONS REQUI RES SACRI FI CES BY COMWWUNI TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 31 (Bernama) -- All Ml aysian communities, be they a
majority or a mnority conponent, will have to nmake sacrifices to help the
governnent realise national aspirations, said the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Wi | e advi sing themnot to be pre-occuppied with only their own
community, Dr Mahat hir said whatever their actions, their utnost
consi deration should be for the overall good of society.

"Qur tolerant nature has enabled us to preserve inter-racial harnony
and unity. Any conmunity, big or small, definitely has a place and equal
ri ghts guaranteed by the governnent,"” Dr Mahathir said in his nessage to
mar k the Gawai Dayak tonorrow.

It is the Dayak's nain festival especially in Sarawak to nmark the first
day of harvesting.

Dr Mahathir said for a nmultiracial Ml aysia, peace and stability
derived froma united and harnoni ous citizenry were a prerequisite for the
governnent to bring about prosperity to the nation.

Al'l conmunities in the country be they Ml ays, Chinese, I|ndians,
Dayaks, |bans or others are free to practise their own religions, cultures,
customs and speak their own | anguages wi t hout fear of suppression.

"There is no need for us to feel snmall or nmarginalised only because we
are froma mnority conmunity,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said while Gawai Dayak is a religious festival or based on
the beliefs of a particular ethnic group, it is now being cel ebrated by
Mal aysi ans of all races.

Once confined to Sarawak only, it is now featured on the cultural

events of other states in Malaysia as well, the prinme ninister said.
"This is where the uni queness of our country and of nulti-racial,
mul ti-lingual, nulti-cultural and nmulti-religious Malaysians |lies. W

mutual |y respect and accept each other's cultural differences,” he said.
Dr Mahat hir urged Mal aysi ans to make the nost of Gawai Dayak to visit
one anot her and strengthen unity.
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