17/ 10/ 2001

Reclai mthe true jihad

AS pointed out by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, the
attacks against the United States were acts of terror and do not reflect
true jihad. Unfortunately, the prevailing view anong non-Mislins is that
terrorismis synonynous with jihad. It is condemmed as "a scriptura
utopi a that breeds fanatical rmadness"” and "the npst obnoxi ous supremaci st
doctrine since Hitler's Final Solution"

True jihad is none of these. Jihad neans striving in the way of God.

Ji had al -akhbar (Greater Struggle) is the inner struggle against ignorance
and for self-purification as well as know edge. Jihad as-asghir (Lesser
Struggle) is a just arned struggle for the ummh's defence and non-
Muslim s protection fromoppression and evil but it prohibits attacking
enem es fromthe back and killing innocents.

W have seen many things under the guise of jihad or pursuing martyrdom
The expl anations for these acts denpnise Islamand threaten to nake the
ummah as pariahs in the post-Sept 11 Wrld Oder. Already, there is
renewed interest in Sanmuel Huntington's C ash of Cvilisations which
decl ared that "the absolute nature of Islamthat merges religion and
politics, the absence of non-violence in the faith and the | ack of one or
nmore core states that woul d effectively nediate conflicts have conbined to
make |sl ama source of global instability". W know this is tosh but does
the worl d?

Even cogent anal yses such as Prof essor Mark Juergensneyer's Terror in
the M nd of God: The d obal Ri se of Religious Violence do not distinguish
true jihad. The point is violent ideas, imges and acts are not the
monopol y of any religion. History proves that all the major religious
traditions have served as a resource, albeit via nisinterpretations, of
vi ol ent actors. Should Tinothy MVeigh's quasi-Christian beliefs and Csama
bin Laden's faith be blaned or their psychotic abuse of religious nores
and synbol s?

No religion or its followers should be targeted for the condemabl e act
of afew It is an anonmaly to call terrorismjihad. Call it Kal ashni kov
cul ture, fundanental psychosis or synbolic-violence culture, whatever. The
|l esson is clear: Wen religion is politicised, people are subjugated to
scripturally mani pul ated societal order that will send the country
hurtling back to the Dark Ages.

The ummah must join Dr Mahathir and Malaysia in rectifying
m sperceptions and reclaimng true jihad.

( END)
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