28 AUG 2001
Azm - Red Tape
RED TAPE STI LL CAUSI NG DI SCONTENT AMONG SMALL- SCALE BUSI NESSMEN

JASIN, Aug 28 (Bernamm) -- Bureaucratic red tape is still a mgjor cause
of di scontent anpbng snmall-tine entreprenuers who have to deal with
governnent departments, going by the nunber of conplaints received by the
Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Azm Khali d.

He said that since even the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hi nmsel f had called for mninmal bureaucracy, government officers
shoul d no | onger take the matter |ightly.

"It is no longer suffice for officers to wait in the office for reports
on project proposals by snall-tinme busi nessnen. They t hensel ves nust get to
the ground for a first hand | ook at what the projects entail," he said.

Azm was speaking to reporters after |aunching a new product, " Jus
Tongkat Ali Diet," a sugar-free energy-boosting drink nmanufactured by
Perusahan Orang Kanpung (POK) in Merlinau here today.

He said proactive governnent officers would be a boon to the progress
of small-scale enterprises.

Azm al so urged Bum putera conpani es whi ch have grown big and are wel |
off to serve as "unbrellas" to smaller Bunmiputera entities still needi ng
gui dance and coachi ng

In this context the POK conpany deserved to be enulated for introducing
herbal products locally and internationally, he said.

"By getting its raw materials fromgrowers of herbal plants such as
tongkat Ali and kacip Fatimah in the villages, the conpany has indirectly
devel oped downstreami ndustries," he said.

He advi sed those involved in cottage industries to seek loans fromthe
mnistry-initiated financing schene for rural econom c projects disbursed
t hrough three banks nanely Bank |slam Bank Rakyat and Bank Pertani an.
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