08 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Pr obl ens
REFRAI N FROM RAI SI NG | SSUES NOW SAYS PM

LANGKAW , April 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the people should not raise issues now because the
country is already facing a | ot of problens.

"Let's not raise other issues as we already have a | ot of problens," he
told reporters here after attending a briefing on the progress of the
Tanj ung Lebung yacht buil ding and repair yard project here.

He was asked to comment on a new report today that the Ml aysi an Trades
Uni on Congress (MIUC) has called for a nationw de picket on May 12 over
what it clainmed as "a | ack of sensitivity to contributors' interest" on the
part of the Enpl oyees Provident Fund (EPF).

Dr Mahathir said that staging a picket was not a way of overconing
pr obl ens.

He was however leaving it to the MIUC to deci de whether or not to
proceed with the picket.

"It isuptothem..if in that way they feel the nation's econony can
be i nproved, then go ahead," he said.

Asked whet her he would neet with the MIUC over the matter, Dr Mahathir
said: "They did not request for a neeting, just nmake an announcenent...then
it's difficult to neet".

Commenting on the statement by the | ndonesian government that its
enbassy here conmitted an error by attending the closed-door briefing | ast
week held by Keadilan president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail, Dr
Mahat hir sai d that he wel coned t he expl anati on.

"W do not have problenms in accepting the explanati on because we al ways
wi sh to have good rel ations with our nei ghbours," he said.

| ndonesi an Foreign Affairs Mnister Alwi Shihab has adnitted that its
di pl omat comritted an error because of its failure to cross-check the
status of the nmeeting and believed that it had clearance fromthe Ml aysi an
gover nnent .
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