24 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - Chri st nas
REFRAI N FROM COVPLACENCY, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Ml aysians shoul d not be conpl acent and lulled by
the peace and security in the country.

This was because there were many instigators within and outside the
country trying to destroy the country's racial and religious harnony.

"Hi di ng behind the cl oak of denobcracy and human rights, they will try
to create trouble that could affect stability in the country,” he said in
his Chri st mas nessage.

Dr Mahathir said that these people had a certain political notive.

He said that the people should not allow these groups to abuse
denocratic freedomand rule of lawin the country to threaten the nation's
stability which had been brought about through painstaking efforts.

"If today, Christians and followers of other religions are able to
practise their respective religions, it is because we have a governnent
whi ch is concerned over the people's well-being," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he was happy that Christrmas in the country could
be celebrated in a cal mand perfect environnent even though the world was
in a state of crisis and facing econom c recession as a result of severa
tragic events this year.

"This year is full of man-nade disasters. Wars and aggressi on have
continued, claimng thousands of innocent lives like in the United States,
Af ghani st an and Pal estine," he said.

The prime nminister said that in some countries, the people continued to
be under threat and suffering fromhardships due to all sorts of crisis
conpared to this country where the people were enjoying peace and freedom

He said that the people in the country were nost fortunate as they were
noder ate and ever tol erant of each other.

"Wth a renminder on the basis of religious freedomin our country
Mal aysi a, the governnent, ny wife and | would like to wish all Ml aysian
Christians a Merry Christmas," he said.
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