14 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r- Uni versities
REGULATI ONS W LL BE STRI CTLY ENFORCED | N UNI VERSI TI ES, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, July 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the government will be stricter in enforcing regulations
in universities to ensure that students concentrate on their studies
instead of turning canpuses into centres for activities unrelated to their
st udi es.

He said that students found using the facilities provided in
uni versities for such activities would face expul sion.

"Public funds should not be wasted, spending on those who do not
utilise themas they should be," he said at the third pre-Budget 2002
sessi on here.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent felt it should be strict in this
matter even though there would be protests by certain quarters.

Speaking at a nedia conference |ater, Dr Mahathir said the governnent
woul d make a study as to whether or not to anmend the University and
Uni versity Coll eges Act and other regul ations to ensure that students
concentrate on their studies and not on other matters.

"W will study the University and University Coll eges Act and ot her
regul ati ons, maybe to anend them naybe not. If we only need to nake
adjustnents to the regulations and that's adequate, we need not have to
make any anendnents.

"What is inportant is we want to rmake sure that public funds are used
to provi de education so that we could give the younger generation a
headstart," he said.

In his speech at the dialogue, Dr Mahathir reiterated that students
shoul d not stage street denonstrations or have ot her objectives other than
their basic objective to pursue educati on.

He said that students should seize the opportunity to equip thensel ves
to become the pillars of the workforce which was progressive and i nnovative
as aspired by the government when it set up nmore universities and
institutions of higher |earning besides providing schol arships to those who
were in need.

"If the opportunities provided by the government are not fully taken
advant age of, the country will |ag behi nd because our workforce will
eventual |y not be able to conpete with workers of other countries striving
to seize opportunities in the new econony," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that students should be disciplined and fully focused
on their studies as they would be the human resources to assi st the country
inits continued devel opnent.

He said that highly skilled and know edgeabl e wor kf orce was very nuch
needed by the country to support the devel opnent of a know edge-based
econony.

The prime mnister also said that the governnent was striving to
further enhance the participation of wonren in the job market to enable them
to al so contribute towards nation-buil ding.

Measures to be taken woul d i nclude encouragi ng enpl oyers to set up
creches at workpl aces, adopting flexitine and tel eworking and offering
enpl oynent on part-tinme and job-sharing basis, he said.

According to him the rate of participation of wonen in the job market
was only 44.5 per cent |ast year conpared to 85.3 per cent of participation
by men even though wonen accounted for half of the country's working age
popul ati on.



The governnent had al so set up a special mnistry to deal with wonen's
affairs to further upgrade wonen's contribution and role in
nation-buil di ng, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that non-governnental organisations (NG3s) were
vital and need to have their presence felt in the Ml aysian society as they
coul d assi st the governnent inprove the effectiveness of its progranmes.

However, he said, the country does not need NGOs whi ch have a negative
attitude and constantly finding faults as they not only were not much hel p
to the governnment, they were al so spokesman of foreign groups tarnishing
t he i mage of the governnent.

"In the end, the actions of the NGOs have succeeded in scaring away
foreign and | ocal investors and eventually affect the efforts of the
governnent to inprove the living standard of the people,” he said.

The prinme mnister also called on society and private firnms to adopt
volunteerismtowards self-help in efforts to inprove the quality of life of
t he peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent, sensitive over the plight of
t hose who were unfortunate, had provi ded assi stance through speci al
programes to enable themto take part in economc activities.

The | atest technology resulting in the invention of equipnent including
user-friendly conputers had created nore opportunities for themto take
active part in the devel opnment of the country, he added.
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