02 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Tol er ance
REJECT | NTOLERANT GROUPS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wants Mal aysi ans to continue to nurture the racial tol erance that
has existed all this while and to reject intolerant groups that are out to
sei ze power through viol ence.

He said there was evidence of the existence of small groups which
rejected tol erance and wanted to use force to seize all the power for
t hennsel ves.

"Wt cannot tolerate factions that are clearly intolerant. Tolerance is
only for those who are tol erant.

"Those who are intolerant, who want to do away with tolerance if they
cone to power, cannot be treated with tol erance. They nust be st opped
al though we wi |l be accused of intolerance," he said in his keynote address
on "Tol erance -- The Mal aysi an Model " at the Mal aysian Institute of Islanmic
Under st andi ng here.

Dr Mahathir, who did not nanme the groups, said that so far their
activities could be curbed and tolerant parties in Ml aysia still forned
the mgjority and woul d continue to be in power.

The prinme mnister hoped that the majority of Ml aysians would conti nue
to hold on to tolerance and reject all forns of extrem smin whatever
political activities in the country.

"Mal aysia i s peaceful and successful. Only the deaf, the blind and the
obstinate will reject this reality.

"Mal aysia is successful because the mgjority of its nultiracial and
mul tireligious people realise that only through tol erance can they enjoy
peace and stability," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in Mal aysia, everyone believed that it was not
possible for all the communities to be satisfied with their |ot and
realised that not all their demands woul d be net.

So as not to deny the rights of others, all the conmunities nust
sacrifice alittle to continue to enjoy a part of the country's bounty and
weal th, he said.

"On the other hand, if every community wants to clai mwhat they regard
as rightfully theirs, the jostling will destroy the nation. Utimtely no
one will get anything for hinself.

"The phil osophy of the majority of Malaysians is that getting a portion
of the economic wealth is better than getting the whole of the economc
poverty of the nation," he said

The prinme mnister believed that Ml aysi ans realised that peace and
tol erance woul d enable the country to prosper and that their share of the
weal th woul d increase all the tine.

Conversely, intolerance would only bring chaos and even if they
received the whole, it would be usel ess because everythi ng woul d be
destroyed and could not be restored or enl arged.

He said Mal aysi ans chose to sacrifice some of their rights so that the
nati on woul d be peaceful and prosperous and their snmall share woul d becone
bi gger with econom c growt h.

"Actually, tolerance only exists if one's interest is secure or if it
benefits onesel f. Those who claimto uphold tol erance because it is the
noble and civilised thing to do are hypocrites.

"As such, don't anyone try to ride the high horse because they
ostensi bly uphold and fight for tol erance anong humans. In certain



situations they will throwtolerance to the wind for their own interests,"”
he sai d.

He said the key to the racial tolerance forrmula in the country was the
willingness of the majority of the Malays to share the adninistrative power
with the other races when the country achi eved i ndependence al t hough t hey
had enough nunbers to set up a Mal ay governnent then.

"This fornul a succeeded in defeating the mlitant novenent |ed by the
Chi nese because the majority of the Chinese Ml aysi ans chose to join the
al l'iance of tolerant comunities,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said history showed that the rejection of racial
cooperation and tolerance by a small portion of the Malays and Chi nese had
not received enough support to forma governmnent.
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