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Reject minority groups which are not tolerant, urges PM

Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has
urged Mal aysians to reject mnority groups which are not tol erant and
resort to violence to seize power for their own gain and interest.

He said it was the hope of the majority that Malaysians will continue to
hold on to their tolerance and reject all fornms of political extrem sm

"They nust be stopped although they may | ater claimthat we are not
being tol erant towards them Tolerance is only for those who are tol erant.

"Mal aysia is a a very peaceful and devel oped country and it is only
t hose who are ignorant deny the fact," he said in his keynote address at
the Sem nar on Racial Tolerance at the Institute of Islam c Understanding
(Ikinm) office at Jal an Langgak Tunku here today.

Dr Mahathir said the success for the country's progress was owing to the
realisation of the mpjority of the people of diverse races and religions
that only by being tolerant could they enjoy peace and progress.

"What ever the reason, people of different races and religions are
tol erant of each other and live peacefully together.

"I's this because the Mal ays, unlike the other races in the world, are
truly tolerant of the others?"

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said during the Malacca Sultanate, Ml ays
were so tolerant of foreign traders fromArabia, China and India that they
allowed the foreigners to | ater beconme permanent residents.

"They did not make enemes with these people and i nstead were even

willing to nove out of places devel oped by the aggressive i mrgrants.
"The Mal ays were tol erant because they wanted an easy life. If the
imrgrants were willing to work for them the Mal ays were then willing to

accept and al so to accommpdate them

"They were not concerned with the fact that they were beconi ng poor
conmpared with the inmgrants who were getting richer."

Dr Mahathir said the attitude of the Malays was different fromthe other
races who were not willing to tolerate although their inportance and
i nterest were not affected.

He said even anong the Muslinms, being intolerant was evident as there
were anong themthose who had deviated fromthe original teachings of
I sl am

"Al though Isl amaccepts differences in one's intepretation of its
teachings, there are certain quarters who are not willing to see other
Musl i ms havi ng even a mnor difference of views."

He said in the centuries and the decades to cone, there would no | onger
be any country popul ated by a single ethnic group or race.

He said the high human nobility at present and conmunication facilities
I ike shipping and airlines had made it increasingly difficult to control a
country's border.

It had al so nade travelling for those mgrating fromone place to
anot her easier. This, Dr Mahathir said, would result in all countries
having multi-ethnic citizens orginating fromdifferent places.

"This devel opment would nmake it difficult to preserve the indi genous
people's identity through culture, religion and | anguage. The inmi grants
woul d surely be keen to continue retaining their | anguage, culture and
religion.”

Dr Mahathir said there would be a tinme when a person's race could only
be determ ned by | ooking at their identification docunents.



"The attenpts to accept imiigrants as citizens only after they
assim | ate the indigenous | anguage, culture and religion will decrease.
Thus, the citizens of a country would conprise various races with
di fferent backgrounds.™"

Dr Mahathir said the migration of the poor to the rich countries had
made raci al probl ens nore pronounced as there was bound to be inmgrants
who wor ked hard and becone richer.

"When t he nunber of imrgrant popul ation increases, they will then pose
a threat to the |locals and cause racial tension which would affect the
raci al tol erance.

"Wth an increasing nunber of inmmgrants, race relations wll
deteriorate and it would becone difficult for each race, especially the
|l ocals, to be tolerant.™

Arrogance of a race and their insecurity, he added, would be anobng the
factors that would lead to intol erance of inmgrants.

"The tolerance level is closely related to interest of the self and
race. It is easy to show tolerance if the problemis in other people's
country but when one's own country is threatened, then tol erance is cast
aside."

Dr Mahathir cited as an exanple the recent serious racial clashes in
Britain when at the sane tinme, the British were so fond of criticising
Mal aysi a and accusing the Mal ays of being intolerant and unfair to the
Chi nese conmmuni ty.

"It is easy actually to be tolerant of the immgrants in other countries
but not so when one is being threatened by the inmm grants."
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