25/ 09/ 2001

Rej ect violent culture, says Dr Mahathir

KUCHI NG Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad today advi sed the peopl e of
Sarawak to reject the violent culture propagated by Pas and Keadil an,
addi ng that the ideol ogies of these parties would split the people.

The Prime Mnister said prior to Pas' and Keadilan's entry into Sarawak,
all the elections were conducted peacefully and w thout any reports of
vi ol ence.

"W are sad that these two parties have brought along with themtheir
violent culture, which they propagate in the Peninsula," he said after
chairing a neeting between Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties in Sarawak
and community | eaders at Merdeka Pal ace Hotel .

He said nenbers of these parties used foul |anguage and woul d threaten
others with legal action if their flaws or weaknesses were exposed.

"Their tactic is to scare people off so that no one will dare to accuse
t hem of anything. They use libel suits to achieve this," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition was out to disunite the people,
especially the Malays and Musli mconmunities in the State.

He said al though the Opposition clainmed to be united under the
Alternative Front, their relationship was actually a fallacy.

"They call thenselves a Barisan, but it is actually a Barisan tiruan,"
he said, adding that they woul d contest agai nst one another in an
el ecti on.

Dr Mahathir said this was evident in the Sarawak polls where Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal had fiel ded candi dates to contest agai nst Pas
candi dates, which in return had fiel ded candidates in constituencies
contested by the DAP

Asked why Keadilan was contesting in Sarawak after it was rejected in
ot her places, Dr Mahathir said the party would contest anywhere even if it
had only two supporters.

Asked about the BN s chances in the State election, the Prine Mnister
said he was confident the coalition would do well.

He said based on his visit to four areas today, the support fromthe
peopl e to the Barisan Nasi onal was overwhel m ng.

On continued clains by certain quarters outside the State BN that they
enjoyed Umo's support, Dr Mahathir said Umo had no reason to do so.

"We are not sponsoring anyone. Like | said, it is not Umo's habit to
stab their friends in the back."

Later, speaking at the neet-the-rakyat-session at Stadi um Perpaduan
tonight, Dr Mahathir told voters in Sarawak to reject candi dates who have
no foundation for their political struggle.

He said nost of the candi dates are personalities who found no place in
their original parties and were di sappointed for not making the grade.

"These are political rejects. | amsure the voters in Sarawak are not
easily gullible by their sweet talk and proni ses which they cannot keep,"
he told the audi ence.

He |i kened the candi dates fromthe opposition parties to opportunists
who t hought they coul d get some nobney by contesting agai nst established BN
candi dat es.

( END)
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