30 AUG 2001
Mer deka- Sany
REKI NDLE THE MERDEKA SPI RI T, M C PRESI DENT URGES | NDI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- M C President Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u today urged Mal aysian Indians to rekindle in themthe spirit of
Mer deka and val ue the progress nmade by the nation in the | ast 44 years of
i ndependence.

He said Malaysia, a small nation of 23 mllion, had been given a new
| ook since it gained i ndependence in 1957 t hrough vast devel opnent and
political stability which had ensured peace in this multi-racial society.

"Malaysia is a small nation in the world rmap, but we are known widely
because of our progress and achi evenent," he said in his Merdeka Day
nessage.

Sanmy, who is also the Works Mnister, said the country practi sed
denocracy whi ch was accepted by all the races and there were opportunities
for all.

He al so called on the Indian comunity to work harder and preserve
unity.

"Each of of us nust have the spirit of Merdeka in us and al so nake the
young generation realise the struggles the country went through," he said.
Sany Vellu recalled that in the last 20 years under Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s | eadership, the nation had advanced in

nmany areas.

The setting up the Miultinedia Super Corridor (MSC) reflected the
country's desire to keep pace gl obally, he said.

"As Ml aysi ans we shoul d be grateful for what we have," he said.

Meanwhi | e President of the People's Progressive Party (PPP) Datuk
M Kayveas expressed the hope that this year's National Day would instil a
new spirit in Malaysians to continue with the aspirations of those who
struggled for Merdeka and hel p create a New Ml aysi a.

He said Mal aysians irrespective of their race or religion should be
sensitive to their respective roles and hel p devel op the economy in this
era of gl obalisation and sophisticated information technol ogy.

"Ponder for a while on the past....what has been built and achi eved did
not cone about overnight. In our pursuit of wealth and riches let us al so
cherish the harnobny we are enjoying," Kayveas sai d.
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