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RENOVATI ON TO MALAYSI A HALL BEG NS

By: Zaharah O hnman

LONDON, April 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia Hall has been closed tenporarily
to allow renovation work and repairs to be carried out in view of the
i npendi ng end of |ease this Septenber.

Plans are currently being nade to replace the nmuch-1oved canteen with a
cafeteria and regulars will now have to find alternative places to perform
their Friday prayers as the Hall no | onger provides such a service.

Last Friday (April 20) rmarked the | ast day Mal aysia Hall opened its
doors for Friday prayers.

The tenporary cl osure of buildings nunber 46 and 47, which is known as
Mal aysia Hall, started five days ago in the first phase of a major repair
work which is expected to take four or five nonths.

Maj or work will be done on buildings 44 & 45 whi ch housed the canteen
and offices, before they are handed back to the | easehol der.

"The canteen will still continue to serve its custoners until the end
of July. The cafeteria, when in operation, hopefully in Cctober, will not
sell food which are cooked on the prem ses as there are no facilities for
cooking," said Dr Kamarudi n Mohanmed Nor, director of the Ml aysian Students
Depart ment .

"M nor cooking, such as the heating of roti canai can be done," he
sai d.

The cafeteria will be in the Great Hall, which has seen the gatherings
of Mal aysi an students and community in Britain during the visits of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and ot her | eaders.

A divider will be in place to ensure that the Hall, when in used, will
be separated fromthe cafeteria.

Dr Kamarudin said it had been decided that in view of the expiry of the
| ease to the buildings, the process to vacate the place should be carried
out earlier. These prem ses will be vacated by Aug 1.

"Since the tenporary closure on April 21 (of building 46 & 47), the
departnment has carried out checks on inventories and for damages to the
buil ding. Contractors will be invited to give their quotations starting
from My, " he said.

The first phase of the renovation will start with the repair of the
prayer roomwhi ch has seen the Sultan of Brunei anong its congregation
during H's Majesty's visits to London. The new prayer roomw ||, however,
be small er.

Starting today, April 27, Friday prayers will be held at the nearby
Seynmour Leisure Centre, as organi sed by Al -Huda, a Miuslimsociety which has
several Malaysian Muslins as its nenbers.
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