22/ 10/ 2001

Report conpl eted on agency's reporting of PMs statenent

KUANTAN, Sun. - The Information Mnistry has conpleted a report on
Associ ated Press' reporting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s statenent on the attack by United States on Af ghani stan which
woul d be tabled in the next Cabi net neeting.

M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said he was asked by the Cabinet | ast
week to I ook into the matter.

"I cannot tell you anything about the report until | have obtained views
of the Cabinet. W have al ready received an official apology fromAP on
the matter as was reported in the |ocal nedia."

He told this to reporters after a dialogue with the Indera Mahkota
Publ i ¢ Low Cost House Action Conmittee, Ml aysian Buil ding Soci ety Berhad
and the Housing Unit, here, today.

On Cct 19, AP had officially apologised to Dr Mahathir after its
reporter Sean Yoong had on Cct 8 reported out of context the Prine
Mnister's statement on the US attack on Afghani st an.

Asked whether the accreditation pass issued to reporters would be
revoked if simlar mistakes were made by the nmedia, Khalil said this too
woul d be | ooked into.
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