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Mahat hi r - Pl ot
REPORT ON ASSASS| NATI ON PLOT SADDENS PM AS | T AFFECTS THE ECONOWY

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 26 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, saddened by a | ocal newspaper report about a plot to
assassinate him said such sensationalised reporting can affect the
country's econony.

"I have no information about it. | amsad that there are people
sensational i sing news that can have repercussions on the econony,"” he told
reporters when approached after taping his new year nessage at the Prine
Mnister's Ofice here today.

The Sun newspaper yesterday carried a page-one story of a plot to
assassinate the prinme mnister and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad
Badawi in a nonth or two involving a hired killer nicknanmed "Raj a
Commrando".

Dr Mahathir said the report, which was picked up and circul ated
wor | d-wi de by wire-agencies, now gave foreigners the inpression that
Mal aysia was infested with terrorists who coul d make anyone their target.

"This is not the situation in Malaysia," the prinme mnister said
enphasi si ng that the newspaper concerned was duty-bound to first alert the
pol i ce upon knowi ng of any assassination plot instead of junmping to
sensati onal i se unsubstanti ated stories.

Dr Mahathir said:" If | see a person carrying a pistol, | will not
report in the newspaper that | saw a pistol-totting man today going out to
kill someone."

"This is not the way," he said noting that a proper way would be to
| odge a police report so that arrest could be rmade

"This is not done. The priority is howto sell the newspaper by
sensationalising a story," he said.

Meanwhi | e, The Sun, when contacted today confirnmed that the tabloid' s
chi ef news editor Robert Ho was sumopned to see the Home Mnistry's
Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Aseh Che Mat over the matter.

On anot her issue, Dr Mahathir said the government would all ow the
fam ly of former Autonomous Regi on of Muslim M ndanao governor Nur M suari
to visit himin detention

M suari and six followers were arrested on Pulau Janpiras off Sabah on
Nov 24 for entering Malaysia illegally when fleeing from sout hern
Phi | i ppi nes after declaring war agai nst Mnil a.

Kual a Lunmpur and Manila are negotiating Msuari's deportation to the
Phi | i ppi nes which is expected to be soon.

"I read today in the papers that his famly is here. | don't see why
t hey cannot see hi mbecause he is not really a prisoner in that sense
except that he is here because he has no travel papers and as you know
illegal immgrants are detained by the government and t he period how | ong
(he will be held here) is not fixed," he said.

On the National Union of Teaching Profession (NUTP)'s claimthat
school s segregated students according to race, the prine mnister cautioned
all parties against making statenents that could whip up racial sentinents.

"Although we are free to tal k about these issues, we have to bear in
m nd that before we start tal king about these issues we need to have the
real facts so we would not be enotional about it.

"And di scussing it without the facts may result in unhappi ness anong
the various races in the country," Dr Mahat hir added.
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