23 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r - Reshuffl e
RESHUFFLE NOT NECESSARY FOR APPO NTMENT OF FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t he appoi ntnent of a Finance M nister may not
necessarily involve a cabinet reshuffle as he could sel ect a candi date who
is not a mnister.

Agreeing that the post was a key portfolio, he said,"l can appoint
anybody. It does not necessarily have to be another mnister to fill the
post ™.

Dr Mahat hir was responding to a question on whether the appoi nt ment of
a new Fi nance M nister would | ead to some changes in the governnent.

He was speaking at a press connference after his w nding up speech at
the 55th Umo CGeneral Assenbly which ended here today.

Asked again on the resignation of fornmer Finance Mnister Tun Daim
Zai nuddin, he said it was not the first time that Daimhad | eft the
gover nnent .

Dr Mahathir said his explaination on Dai mhad been sinple and there was
not hi ng mysterious about it (his resignation) nor were there any quarrel or
di spute i nvol ved.

At the press conference, Dr Mahathir was al so asked if there was an
Umo dil emma since he touched on the weaknesses and problens faced by the
Mal ays in his concl udi ng speech.

He adnmitted that there was a dil enma but added that there were certain
quarters who did not want to acknowl edge Umo's achi evenents and to see the
Mal ays becom ng successful .

The successful ones, he added, were often branded as cronies of the
governnent al t hough t hey had beconme successful on their own accord.

Recalling a cartoon strip which remarked that there were no Mal ays
anong the four Ml aysi ans who energed anong the world's richest men, Dr
Mahat hir said they (the Malays) will never nmake it to the top as |long as
there were these ill feelings anbng them
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