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RESCLVE DI FFERENCES W THOUT ACTI NG TOUGH - - DR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, May 13 (Bernama) -- The Prine M nister today advised the
various races in this country to resolve their differences and
m sunder st andi ngs ami cably and not take a tough |ine.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said if they were unable to do so, they
shoul d remai n cal mneverthel ess and refer the matter to the governnent for
a sol ution.

This woul d prevent enmty and a tense situation, he said at the Wesak
Day open house organi sed by ei ght Buddhi st associ ati ons here.

"This will be a better option than resorting to violence.If there is
enmty, others should try to resolve it peacefully and not add to the
probl ens through their own actions," he said.

The Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali was al so
present.

Dr Mahathir said religion while pronmoting loyalty anmong its foll owers
al so taught tol erance towards people of other faiths.

The Prime Mnister said in the absence of tol erance, tension would
prevail and there woul d be ni sunderstandi ngs anong the races, which would
be difficult to stop

Dr Mahathir said, for instance, tension and religious differences
continued to prevail in Northern Ireland and in Wst Asia between Jews and
Musl i ns.

"Mal aysi a takes pride that there is no tension anong the foll owers of
different religions. Tenples and other houses of worship can be seen in
this country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the practice of calling on each other by followers of
various religions during their respective celebrations had clearly created
har nony anmong the people and with it continued peace and stability.

Dr Siti Hasnmah handed over donations fromthe organi ser of the open
house, to various charities including Tasputra Perkim Yayasan Ki wani s and
the KL Association for the Deaf.
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