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Resolute on affirmati ve action

Sai ful Azhar Abdullah in Jakarta
"ISnowthe right tine to hold a G oup of Fifteen summt in Jakarta?"
asked the sceptics in the Indonesian capital.

At the sane tinme the sunmit's inaugural session convenes tonorrow in the
Jakarta Convention Centre (JCC) with a statenent by Abdurrahnman Wahi d, the
chairman of the G 15, the House of Representatives (DPR), just a few
hundred metres away fromthe summt venue, will hold a plenary session to
decide the fate of the Indonesian President.

House menbers are expected to call for a People's Consultative Assenbly
(MPR) special session to inpeach Abdurrahman on the grounds that he failed
to heed two notions of censure against him

Meanwhi | e, G 15 heads of State and Governnent arrive today at the Halim
Perdana Kusuma military airport and the Soekarno Hatta internationa
airport to tight security.

Pol i ce forces have depl oyed 27, 000 personnel around the capital and
security chiefs have warned protesters that the police have orders to
shoot if the situation warrants it.

Security checks at every entrance to the Jakarta Hilton Internationa
where the G 15 | eaders and del egates will stay have been intensifi ed.

Some 4,000 officers fromthe mlitary and police will be present at the
JCC and 7,000 othersat the DPR to provide security.

"Inring | (referring to a critical area in front of the DPR), the
police will use live bullets, not to kill but to paralyse the trouble
makers, " Jakarta Police Chief |Inspector Gen Sofjan Yacob said on Saturday.

G 15 | eaders would be sitting with Abdurrahman to redress issues
af fecting devel opi ng countries. Whatever the fate of the |Indonesian
Presi dent tonorrow, the nenber countries, especially Ml aysia, are
determ ned that the summt concludes with affirmative action plans to
address international financial issues and the digital gap between
devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.

Briefing Malaysian journalists on Sunday night in Jakarta, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Mal aysia expects the summt to
lay a concrete plan in the process of reformng the international
financial architecture

After going through the bitter experience of a financial crisis which
sent nations in the region into the econom c doldruns with the deval uation
of local currencies by Western rogue specul ators, Ml aysia, in the person
of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, is expected to press for
the establishnment of a panel of experts to study the international
financial architecture

"The panel will study how we can nodify and i nprove the system" said
Syed Hanmi d.

| f accepted, it will be the first concrete action to be taken by any
group to address the issue.

Mal aysia is expected to explain to the sumit that the same econonic
problens will recur if sufficient defences are not worked out.

"Certain procedures have to be devised to ensure the financial market
operates in an efficient way," said Syed Hani d.

Mal aysia will tell nenber countries that "the financial market in the
present formwi |l cause problens to devel opi ng econom es".

Doubt exi st whether Latin Anerican countries would be receptive to the
establ i shment of the panel in view of the Wst's influence on several of



them

But Mal aysia feels that the proposal to review the financia
architecture has gai ned wi de acceptance and "it is now just a matter of
wi |l lingness to nove forward"

If Malaysia' s proposal materialises, it will be one of the nore notable
achi evenents of G 15 since its first sunmt in Kuala Lunpur in 1990.

That shoul d al so erase doubts about the significance of the group whose
summ t tonorrow has al ready been underm ned for being one of the nobst
sparsely attended

Despite its nane, the group has 19 nenbers. Only seven Heads of State or
Governnent are expected to attend.

Unfortunately, Zi nbabwe President Robert Migabe has been reported to
have cancelled his trip to Jakarta due to the death of Z nbabwe's Defence
M ni st er Moven Mahachi in a car crash on Sunday.

Besi des Abdurrahman and Dr Mahathir, the others are N gerian President
O usegun Cbasanj o, Senegal President Abdoul aye Wade, Venezuel a Presi dent
Hugo Chavez, Egyptian Prinme M nister Atef Ebeid and Jamai can Prine
M ni ster Janes Patterson.

O her nenmber countries will be represented either by their Vice
Presidents or high ranking State officials. The new nenbers are Iran and
Col onbi a.

Events preceeding the sunmit began | ast Friday, and yesterday the
Foreign Mnisters deliberated on the joint comuni que and the first ever
declaration to be issued by G15 in its history - the Jakarta Decl arati on.

This is also the first tine a G15 summit has a clear focus on the
i ssues to be deliberated.

The thenme for the sunmit is "harnessing the potential of the digital era
for devel opnent”

The Declaration is expected to stress on the conmmtnent of menbers to
close the digital gap in their countries.

The officials have been working on defining the best strategi es and
practices to narrow the gap with the co-operation of the private sector.

Over the past few days, they have been trying to establish a comon
position on the legal framework for information comuni cations technol ogy
devel oprent .

They have al so di scussed I ndonesia's proposal to establish a cormon fund
to finance activities of the G 15 task force on ICT as well as finance
concrete projects in nmenber countries.

The main concern of nenber countries was the huge gap in the world of
I CT revol ution.

I n devel opi ng countries where approxi mately 84 per cent of the gl oba
popul ation live, the ownership ratio of personal conmputers per 100
i nhabitants is only 2.3 for nmedi umincone countries and only 0.1 for | ow
i ncome countries.

In devel oped countries today, there are 321 Internet service providers
per 10, 000 peopl e conpared with just six | SPs per 10,000 people in
devel opi ng countri es.

While in the United States roughly one in three persons uses the
Internet, in South Asia only one in every 10, 000 peopl e does.

The resulting effect of this is that only five per cent of the world's
popul ati on could claimconnectivity and the greater majority of these are
fromthe devel oped countries.

Meanwhi | e the joint comuni que is expected to touch on other matters
including nultilateral trade, the proposed new round of talks for the
Worl d Trade Organi sation and the adverse inpact of gl obalisation.
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