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Restraint cannot be one-way affair

Shamsul Aknar

"THE Mal ays are too ni ce, too accomodati ng”. These are common comment s
wi t hin the community when dealing with situations which are deenmed not to
t hei r advant age.

At the height of the Suqgiu controversy, simlar phrases were extensively
used, especially anmong the Mal ays who were concer ned about the
repercussi ons fromthe demands, which they felt were capabl e of not only
affecting the position of the Malays, but the nation's social equilibrium

These views are actually areflection of frustration fromsonme segnents
of the Malay comunity who feel that their | eaders are practising too rmuch
restraint in an effort to accormodate the interest of other races.

Such restraint is actually not confined to donestic affairs, but even
practi sed when deal i ng wi t h nei ghbouri ng nati ons.

I f Mal aysi ans renmenber the story of howei ght Kel antan forestry officers
were arrested at the Mal aysia-Thai border in the early 1990s, they woul d
realise how nmuch restraint was exercised by their | eaders and their nedia.

The Thai authorities, including the then Governor of Narathiwat - the
district where the officers were arrested - identified the detainees as
t hose who had been stealing logs fromtheir country.

Their nmedia went to town with the story and even before the officers
were put ontrial, carried their photographs with headlines "These Are The
Robbers of Qur Logs" and so forth.

The articles were interspersed with the fact that those found guilty of
such crinmes were puni shabl e by deat h.

Ef forts by the Kel antan Governnent to post bail for the officers were
turned down and only after repeated cl andesti ne neeti ngs between the state
| eaders and top Thai nilitary officials were the forestry officers
rel eased on bail.

And that too after making very hefty paynments in addition to using Wsna
Putra's di pl omati c network

Whil e the Thai nmedia were having a field day reporting on the incident,
they al so took liberty at condeming the forestry officers even though the
case was still being heard

The Mal aysi an nedi a whi ch covered the incident stuck to the court
heari ngs and restrai ned t henmsel ves fromspecul ating that the officers were
actual ly franed by the Thai authorities.

Fortunately, all ended well but it was an epi sode - though forgotten by
nost Mal aysi ans - which shoul d be seen as a reflection of the | opsidedness
of affairs between nei ghbouring nations.

A nore recent event was the way the I ndonesian nedia stirred up enotions
anong its fishing community when the Mal aysi an Navy shot and kil led an
I ndonesi an fisherman i n Mal aysi an wat ers.

It was reported that the I ndonesian fishernen refused to give up and
instead tried to ramtheir vessel into the Mal aysi an Navy's patrol boat,
thus resulting in the shooting.

| ndonesi an fi shernmen denonstrated at the Mal aysi an Enbassy i n Jakarta
and were reportedly aggressive and very threat ening.

On Monday, a very simlar incident occurred. The only difference this
tinme was that a Mal aysian fisherman was shot and killed by the I ndonesi an
Navy. It is doubtful that Ml aysi an fi shernmen woul d now gather in front of
t he I ndonesi an Enbassy in Kual a Lunpur to protest the shooting.

Whi | e Mal aysi ans practise such restraint agai nst their neighbours, it is



doubt ful that the "favour" is appreciated or will be reciprocated.

At the hei ght of the Asian economic crisis, or rather financial crisis,
nuner ous | ndonesi an and Thai nedi a apart fromtheir "armed-w th-quotes”
anal ysts, were berating Malaysia, its | eaders and citizenry alike for the
country's unconventional financial regine.

They t oo spoke of their superior denocracy and equal treatnent of the
peopl e.

The Ml aysi an nedi a can of course |ikew se | ook into the affairs of
their nei ghbours and find faults so as to showthat the country i s doing
better than nost others, if not for the purpose of distracting Ml aysi ans
fromtheir own donestic probl ens.

Pl ayi ng up i ssues |li ke the suppression of the Pattani Mislimseparatists
("terrorists" is the termused by the Thai nedia) and the quel | i ng of
efforts by Aceh and Irian Jaya to secede woul d certainly place Mal aysi a on
a hi gher denocratic pedestal.

Sonetines, in practising restraint, the Mal aysi an authorities end up
bei ng used by both | ocal activists and nations with vested i nterests.

Take the case of East Tinor and Aceh, on which the Mal aysi an authorities
deni ed perm ssion for conferences to be organi sed by synpat hi sers.

The | ocal organisers naturally | anbasted the Ml aysi an | eadershi p and
poi nted to Thail and which readily al | owed East Ti nor and Aceh activists to
conduct their conferences i n Bangkok.

But none of these activists, intheir praise for the Thais, ever
guesti oned why Bangkok was never accommodati ng when it canme to the
interests of the Muslinms in South Thail and.

Ironically, Mlaysia, whomnost [ocal activists viewas unsynpathetic to
t he cause of "freedomfighters" in nei ghbouring countries, ended up bei ng
accused by the Thai and | ndonesi an authorities of supporting the Pattan
and Aceh |i berators.

Acontradictioninitself. Isit because Mal aysi a chooses to exerci se
restraint and not meddl e in the affairs of its nei ghbours?

It is uncanny that Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad chose
to speak on nedia restraint in his w nding-up speech at the party genera
assenbly | ast Saturday.

He poi nted out that the takeover of Nanyang Si ang Pau and Chi na Press by
the MCA s i nvest nent armwas opposed because sone Chi nese wanted t hese
papers to rermain free and not be controlled by any political entities.

Interestingly he pointed out that these groups never opposed the contro
of The Star by the MCA. Was it because npbst Ml ays coul d under st and
English that made it all right for The Star to be restrai ned but not for
t he Chi nese nedia to be so as the Mal ays woul d not know what was bei ng
sai d?

There is truth that nost of the mai nstreammnedi a, both in English and
Mal ay, practise restraint when it cones to racial issues, beit out of a
sense of responsibility or for fear that they might get intotrouble with
the authorities.

But in the end, the Mal ay nedia and Mal ay political | eaders are the ones
bei ng repri manded by the Mal ay community at | arge for being too nice, too
accommodati ng, or worse, "giving others too nmuch face"

The bottomine is restraint is a two-way affair. Aunilateral effort is
a one-way ticket to disaster.

( END)
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