04/ 10/ 2001
Retrai ning the retrenched (HL)

Patri ck Sennyah
KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The Government today announced two schenes costing
RWM67 million to help retrain an estimated 20, 000 retrenched workers.

SPM qual i fied workers who were retrenched, or those unenpl oyed for a
m ni mum of three years after their studies, will receive RM600 a nmonth in
fees for full-time courses. Those interested in part-tine courses wll
recei ve RMBOO per nont h.

Degree and di pl oma hol ders, who cone under the second category, wll
recei ve an anount for fees which will be deternined |ater and a RMLOO
al | owance.

Atotal of RML17 million had been allocated for the first category and
RML50 mi|lion for the second.

Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said the two schenes
were part of the RMA.3 billion stinmulus package announced by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | ast week to cushion the inpact of
an i mm nent gl obal economni c sl owdown.

Speaking to the Press before chairing his ninistry's post-Cabi net
nmeeting, he said details of the fees to be paid for training degree and
di pl oma hol ders woul d be worked out |ater.

He said the ninistry would work with public and private training
provi ders and najor enployers to identify retraining progranmres.

Most woul d be centred around i nformation technol ogy, mathematics and
| anguages, he added.

The retraining programes, up to certificate and diploma levels, are
expected to take between six nonths and a year

Fong said details of the retraining programes and applicati ons woul d be
publ i shed soon i n newspapers besi des being posted on the mnistry's
websi te.

"There is no age linmt and we can accommpdate up to 10, 000 applicants
for each schene,"” he added

He said up to last nonth, nearly 20,000 workers had been retrenched, 80
per cent of whomwere fromthe el ectronics sector.

He said the nunber of vacancies reported to the Manpower Department was
hi gher than the nunber of people retrenched.

"That is why we feel retraining programmes are very inportant.”

Fong said he woul d be in Penang on Friday to neet enpl oyers and
enpl oyees in the el ectronics sector.

"W are prepared to assist Ml aysians working in the US who want to
return honme. Any expert willing to do so can benefit under the
Governnent's incentive schene."

He said the Governnent was trying to nake it easier for themto join the
schere, including reducing Imrigration red tape.

He said 110 of the 364 applications received fromlocal experts abroad
to return horme under the incentive had been approved.

On proposed anmendrments to the Social Security Organisation Act 1971 to
i ncorporate a national retrenchment schene, he said it was currently being
di scussed with the Ml aysi an Enpl oyers Federati on and ot her enpl oyers.

Deputy Human Resources M nister Dr Abdul Latiff Ahmad said in Penang
yesterday the retrenchnent schene may finally be a reality.
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