05/ 04/ 2001
Revi talising farm ng sector

Jot hi Jeyasi ngam

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Government has outlined a four-plus-one thrust to
revitalise the agriculture sector and increase its contribution to wealth
creation and econom ¢ grow h.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mohd Effendi Norwawi said enphasis will be
pl aced on food production through greater participation of the private
sector in nodern and | arge-scal e farm ng

The mnistry will focus on attracting private sector investnments
byprovi di ng enabling factors to encourage participation, sourcing for
technol ogy transfer, devising effective conmunication strategi es and
i ncreasi ng overall conmpetitiveness.

To attract investnent, the mnistry will hold nationw de roadshows
begi nning in Sarawak on April 27, and hopes to formstrategic alliances
with compani es through its new busi ness devel opnent centre to be | aunched
in May.

The nministry seeks to create a conducive investnment climate by giving
incentives |like tax exenptions, encouraging the use of abandoned | ands,
and providing i nsurance schenes.

He said technol ogy transfer, research and devel opnent progranmes will be
carried out to boost the output of the various comodities, besides
strategic collaborations with the private sector.

In coming up with effective comuni cation strategies, he said the
mnistry will highlight success stories of collaborations and source for
takers through i nvest nent seminars.

He said agriculture is to be the third engine of growmh after
manuf acturi ng and services, as stated in the Third Qutline Perspective
Plan (OPP3) tabled by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in
Par | i ament yest erday.
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